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2nd Sunday in Pentecost

June 7, 2026
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SAINT PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
3383 EAST LAKE LANSING ROAD
         EAST LANSING, MI 48823

         PHONE (517) 351-8541

 Pastor Carl E. Ballard

E-MAIL: pastor@stpaul-el.org
officemanager@stpaul-el.org
Welcome We welcome you as a beloved child of God. “7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” Romans 15:7. It doesn’t matter what your age, race, ethnicity, faith, gender identity or expression, marital status, political leanings, neurodivergent status or mental, intellectual or physical ability, in other words, everyone is welcomed just as you are. As a community of the people of God, we are called to minister to all people in our world, knowing that the world is often an unwelcoming place. Our world can be a place of alienation and brokenness. Christ calls us to reconciliation and wholeness. We strive to love one another as Jesus loves us and to share that love with all others. “For all are one in Christ Jesus” Galatians 3:28 There is a place for you here and you can make a difference. Our main mission is to physically and spiritually feed the community through our food pantry and worship. We also support an organization that assists the homeless in finding a place to live. If you are not sure about something, please ask anyone. Again, Welcome!

Visitors if this is your first time worshipping with us, please sign our guest registry just outside the sanctuary doors. We hope you are blessed through worship today. If you have any questions, please feel free to call the church at 351-8541.

Children are always welcome in worship! The choir room (off the sanctuary) can also be used as a cry room for younger children and includes a sound system so parents may continue to participate in the service. Clipboards with children’s bulletins, activities and crayons are available for use during the service. Please see an usher if you are unable to locate them. 

Sunday School is available during the worship service September-May except the last Sunday of the month.  

This Bulletin is for your use during the service and to take home for the upcoming week. If you choose not to take it home, please place it in the recycle receptacle in the back. 

Newsletters and Calendars of Upcoming Events are available in the lobby/narthex. We welcome anyone who has an interest in our small groups or activities! You can also look us up on the web at www.stpaul-el.org.

Contacting Us: Our office manager is Emily Polhamus. She can be reached by phone at 517-351-8541 or at her email address, officemanager@stpaul-el.org. Our Director of Music is Elene Kobulashvili. You may leave a message at 517-351-8541. Pastor Carl can be reached at 517-515-3129, and his email address is pastor@stpaul-el.org 

Communion We have communion most every Sunday along with special festivals since Jesus commanded us to do this in remembrance of him. We welcome everyone to share in communion with us and take in the real presence of Christ, regardless of your background, religious affiliation, or church membership status.

You are invited to share in fellowship after worship. We would love this opportunity to break bread with you, simply as an act of hospitality. 

P-Presiding Minister           A-Assisting Minister             C-Congregation
PRELUDE                                                                                            ELENE
INTRODUCTION
Though Jesus was a devout Jew who practiced his faith, he was criticized for eating with tax collectors and sinners—the religiously nonobservant. Jesus criticizes the self-righteous and reminds us that mercy is to be at the heart of our religious practices. God continues to be made known in those on the margins of society, like Matthew the tax collector and the hemorrhaging woman. As we gather each Lord’s day we receive the healing that makes us well and sends us forth to be signs of God’s mercy for the world.
GATHERING
P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
(Please rise as you are able.)
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin to God.
(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

P: Compassionate God, 

C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, amen.

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

C: Amen.
GATHERING SONG                                                                         ELW 836
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GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

KYRIE                                                             ELW SETTING 10, PAGE 203


Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.


We come to hear your living word; it saves up from despair. 


Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.


Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.


Have mercy on us, Lord; make sin and shame depart. 


Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts! 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE                            ELW SETTING 4, PAGE 148-149

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 


Lord God, heavenly King,


almighty God and Father,


we worship you, we give you thanks, 


we praise you for your glory. 


Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,


Lord God, Lamb of God, 


you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;


you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.


For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,


you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,


in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the power of your Spirit bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us to the new life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.
(Please be seated.)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

(Children may return to their seats.) 
WORD
P: God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING                                                                  HOSEA 5:15-6:6
Because the people have trusted in military powers and not God, God decides to withdraw from the scene until Israel acknowledges its guilt and seeks God’s face. The response of the people does not acknowledge this guilt and is as fickle as fog or dew burned away quickly by the sun. God desires loyalty rather than words or meaningless deeds.

15 I will return again to my place until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face. In their distress they will beg my favor:

6:1 “Come, let us return to the Lord, for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; he has struck down, and he will bind us up. 2 After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him. 3 Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord; his appearing is as sure as the dawn; he will come to us like the showers, like the spring rains that water the earth.”


4 What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? What shall I do with you, O Judah? Your love is like a morning cloud, like the dew that goes away early. 5 Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; I have killed them by the words of my mouth, and my judgment goes forth as the light. 6 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.

Reader: Word of God, word of life.
                            C: Thanks be to God.   
PSALM                                                                                  PSALM 50:7-15
Call upon me in the day of trouble, says your God. (Ps. 50:15) 
7”Listen, my people, and I will speak: Israel, I will bear witness against you; for I am God, your God.


8I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; your burnt offerings are always before me. 

9I will not accept a calf from your stalls, nor goats from your pens; 


10for all the wild animals of the forest are mine, the cattle on a thousand hills. 

11I know every bird of the mountains, and the creatures of the fields are mine. 


12If I were hungry, I would not tell you, for the whole world is mine and all that is in it. 

13Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats?


14Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving and make good your vows to the Most High. 

15Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall honor me. 
SECOND READING                                                           ROMANS 4:13-25
Paul presents Abraham as a living model of right relationships. For Abraham and for us, a right relationship with God involves trusting that God’s promises will be fulfilled because God makes the dead alive and calls into existence what otherwise does not exist.

13 The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression.

16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

18 Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So shall your descendants be.” 19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), and the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20 No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 

22 Therefore “it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23 Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone 24 but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was handed over for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

Reader: Word of God, word of life.              
                C: Thanks be to God. 
(Please rise as you are able.)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                             ELW SETTING 10, PAGE 205

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.


Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.


Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 
(Please be seated.) 
GOSPEL                                                                 MATTHEW 9:9-13, 18-26
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 9th chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus demonstrates God’s mercy and power, accepting the unacceptable and curing the incurable. Even the dead receive new life.

9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-collection station, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. 10 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were sitting with Jesus and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 

12 But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous but sinners.” 18 While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came in and knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.” 19 And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. 

20 Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering from a flow of blood for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, 21 for she was saying to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.” 22 Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And the woman was made well from that moment. 23 When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion, 24 he said, “Go away, for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. 25 But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. 26 And the report of this spread through all of that district.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.                                  C: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Please be seated.)
SERMON                                                             PASTOR CARL BALLARD
(Please rise as you are able.)
HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                         ELW 588
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,


creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,


who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,


born of the virgin Mary,


suffered under Pontius Pilate,


was crucified, died, and was buried;


he descended to the dead.


On the third day he rose again;


he ascended into heaven,


he is seated at the right hand of the Father,


and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,


the holy catholic church,


the communion of saints,


the forgiveness of sins,


the resurrection of the body,


and the life everlasting. Amen.
(Please be seated.)
THE PRAYERS
A: Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world.
(A brief silence.)

A: God of mercy, you call us to a life filled with acts of mercy. Ground us in following Christ, that we might extend the mercy we receive. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

A: God of creation, all you have made is yours. Revive lands in need of healing and make us wise stewards of all you have given us to tend. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

A: God of the nations, you promise to deliver those who call on you. Bring an end to conflict, bigotry, and injustice in all their forms wherever they are found. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

A: God of blessings, you send the Holy Spirit to provide varieties of gifts in the body of Christ. Accompany those who travel this summer, make our gatherings joyous, and grant us a spirit of hospitality and togetherness. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
A: God of protection, give wisdom and protection to those who serve in our armed forces, especially Alex, Beth & Ryan, Brandon, David, Ethan, Hunter, Irene, Jacob, Matt, Noah, Paul & Rachael, and Yoshi. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer. 

A: God of comfort, you provide for those in need. Bring an end to addiction. Comfort people as they mourn. Provide tenderly for those in need. Especially Ahren, Beth, Bev, B.J., Carolyn, Dan, David, Don, Doretta, Ian, Jeff, Jim & Cheri, Jim, John, Jordan, Ken, Lawton, Lera & family, Linda, Lizzy, Marge, Nicole, Patty, Randy, Rick & Kathy, Sean, Sharon, Sheri, Sheri, Susan, and Wanda. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
A: God of wisdom and direction. Guide our leaders to preach the truth, and continue to make your way known to them, especially to Presiding Bishop Yehiel, our Synod Bishop Julie, and Pastor Carl. We ask that you be with their respective staffs as they live out their callings to serve. As we are called to be one, even as Jesus and the Father are one, be with the leaders and the congregation of Peace Lutheran in South Haven and all the churches in our community. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer. 
A: God of life, we give you thanks for saints whose lives revealed your faithfulness. May remembering their faithfulness strengthen our own. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer. 
P: Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
C: Amen.
GREETING OF PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
(You are invited to share Christ’s peace with one another.) 

(Please be seated.) 
MEAL
OFFERING
                                                                               ELENE
OFFERTORY                        (VERSE 1 ONLY)                              ELW 325
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Music: SOJOURNER, African American spiritual






(Please rise as you are able.) 

OFFERING PRAYER
A: Let us pray. Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, 
C: Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.       
PROPER PREFACE
P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim, and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
HOLY, HOLY                                                     ELW SETTING 2, Page 130

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,


God of power and might,


heaven and earth are full of your glory. 


Hosanna in the highest. 


Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 


Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER   
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:


Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:


This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD'S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All who believe in the real presence of Christ in the bread and the wine (juice) are welcome to the table. Others may come forward for a blessing. If you prefer grape juice, please indicate this to the assisting minister.
When approaching the communion rail, come forward down the side aisle, kneel, if you are able, starting at the front of the communion rail (spot closest to the font) on your side and filling in toward the altar. After receiving both the bread and the wine, you may return to your seat by the center aisle.
(Please be seated.) 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
COMMUNION HYMN                                                                       ELW 473
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P: The body of Christ, given for you.
C: Amen.
A: The blood of Christ, shed for you.
C: Amen.
(Please rise as you are able.)

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
P: Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
C: Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING 
P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
C:  Amen.
SENDING HYMN                                                                              ELW 798                             
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Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional

Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.





DISMISSAL
A: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
C: Thanks be to God. 

Announcements
No new announcements. 
Recurring Events
· Every Sunday – Adult Bible Study @ 9am
· Last Sunday of Every Month – Noisy Offering/Donations to the Homeless Kits. 
· Monday, July 6 – Worship Committee Meeting @ 6:30pm
· Wednesday, June 17 – Women’s Bible Study @ 11am
· Thursday, June 18  – Council Meeting @ 5pm 
Food Pantry Dates
Thursday, June 11, 1-3pm
Wednesday, June 17, 5-6:30pm

Thursday, June 25, 1-3pm 

Thursday, July 9, 1-3pm 

June Birthday Celebrations
6/1 – Charlotte Co.            6/6 – Bob Se.

6/12 – Kathryn Ki.             6/15 – Logan Ro.

6/16 – Steve Op.               6/17 – Ardyth Cl.

6/20 – Charles Mc. 

June Anniversaries 

6/10 – Melissa                6/24 – Ryan & Jessica Sm. 
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