May the Holy Spirit keep you in grace and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jeus Christ and comfort you at difficult times as we face fear and mourn our losses. Amen
     In today’s reading we have two different versions as we celebrate Pentecost. John gives us an intimate proximity of bodies and breath, fright giving way to peace, signs of death which bring new life, and a renewed mission for those whose world had seemingly come to an end. The reading from Luke in Acts gives a more dramatic account of Jesus appearance with wind and flame and includes hidden references to the Hebrew Bible, a citation from the prophets, a contemporary geography lesson, an account of miracles, and the folksy detail of the accusation of drunkenness. As we await the end times, we are now those who prophesy, see visions, and dream dreams. 
     Fear is a very real emotion.  What we fear varies from person to person but is a very real experience for all of us in our lives. In today’s gospel we hear how the original disciples of Jesus are behind locked doors, in fear and grief. Their world has totally changed with the crucifixion of Jesus, the one they had followed and believed. Their sense of purpose totally dashed. Change, especially major change can cause fear, even if it is a positive change. Having a new baby, getting a new job we desired or getting promoted or getting engaged or married or retirement can being fear and grief. Even though what has happened is positive we still grieve the loss of our way of life and the fear of being good enough for the future change. For the disciples they have major change in losing their beloved friend and teacher to a gruesome state execution. So, they mourn this loss as they have an understandable and real fear they may be next. Only Thomas isn’t present since he may not of feared for his life to lock himself with others. You can visualize how they gather behind locked doors in close proximity to one another in their fear, where they used to meet and eat with Jesus when he was still alive, hoping this would bring them comfort. It was Jesus who brought them comfort when he magically appeared with them behind closed doors. Jesus did not attend the disciples to cluster together and stay locked up in the room afraid for their lives mourning their loss. Our God is not about the dead but is for the living. So Jesus wants them to go out in unity and be in the world not of this world. To comfort them Jesus says “Peace be with you.” Shalom aleichem in Hebrew which means, "Peace be with you," remains the standard greeting in Israel, used to say both "hello" and "goodbye." Muslims respond aleichem shalom meaning peace be with you. These words are mindful of an earlier scene in Chapter 14 of the Gospel, where Jesus tells the disciples that God will give them “another Advocate,” the “Spirit of truth” (14:16–17, 26), and says, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you” (14:27). So it wasn’t a simple greeting from Jesus as he was offering peace instead of fear. This is peace that exceeds all human understanding but peace we can pray for at challenging times. By showing his wounds this re-affirms. Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. In this moment of witnessing death the unambiguous and resurrection life is unmistakable, Jesus comes again to them. After this he repeated “Peace be with you.” Then he tells them he was sent by the authority of his Father, and he gives them this same authority. Then, he breathes on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. Then he tells them if they forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them but if they retain the sins of any, they are retained. This authority carries forward today where, as a called and ordained minister in the Church of Christ in a brief order of confession and forgiveness I am authorized to give you forgiveness of sins. I have never had a situation where I had to retain the sins of    being a Christian doesn’t mean we will avoid pain and suffering and sorrow and fear but assures us God’s very Spirit is with us to assist and nurture us and help us to understand Jesus walks along side us at difficult times. My experience is it is easier to see this after we have been through tough times,
     In your mourning and fear I invite you into that room and try to imagine what they are going through and I say to you “Peace be with you.” These words mindful of an earlier scene in the Gospel, where Jesus tells the disciples that God will give them “another Advocate,” the “Spirit of truth” (14:16–17, 26), and says, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you” (14:27). This is the Spirit that nurtures us by gathering us together, helps us to hear God through scripture, preaching and song and sends us out into the world to tell others about Jesus and what he has done. It was never the intention for us to stay in place, live in fear but rather to go out into the world to spread the good news. That is why we call on the Holy Spirit to lead us in our daily lives and to give us grace and strength to carry out God’s mission in the world. The multiple languages in he Acts version confirms we are to spread the word to al corners of the earth.
     It is of note that since Thomas wasn’t present Jesus returned and also showed him his wounds to also let him unambiguously and unmistakenly told him about resurrection life that Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. In this moment of witnessing death Thomas said in a strong statement of faith “My Lord and my God.” Later, he also said “Let us also go, that we may die with him”  These words mindful of an earlier scene in the Gospel, where Jesus tells the disciples that God will give them “another Advocate,” the “Spirit of truth” (14:16–17, 26), and says, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you” (14:27).
It’s easy to imagine that this was a familiar and comforting refrain that they’ve received from the lips of Jesus many times when they needed it most, as he spoke words of peace into hearts gripped by fear.      Ask the Sprit to assist you as you remember you are not alone and can ask God’s Advocate to give you the right words as youspread the word remembering Jesus statement Peace be with you. Amen.

