Grace and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen
     John, who wrote todays Gospel intended for us to see Jesus as the Son of God. John didn’t waste any time when he opens Chapter 1, Verse 1 with “1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” This is the Word that became incarnate, coming to us as a child who was named Jesus whose life and ministry is well documented by John. Today we hear who tells us to believe in God, the Father and to believe in him, the Son. If we know him, we will know the Father. We will know the Father as you know Jesus who says “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Jesus.  
     Jesus’ reassuring words “Do not let your hearts be troubled,” can bring comfort in times of grief and difficult times. This passage is often used in funerals to bring comfort for those who mourn because the words provide wonderful assurance that the one who has died in Christ has now taken up residence in their heavenly home along with Psalm 23 which tells us about the Good Shepherd who takes care of us and ends with 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.” Very clearly as baptized children of God we are to love one another how Jesus loves us and bring comfort and be present and walk with those in life challenges. Jesus tells us whoever believes in him will also do the works that he does nurtured by God’s very Spirit. Jesus will also do whatever we ask in his name that is for the glory of God. If we ask in Jesus’ name to glorify God he will do it. Very comforting words. 
     When Jesus says he will prepare a place for each one of us by reading on in the text he is not talking about an isolated room in a mansion in heaven Jesus saying that he will prepare a place for each one of us. But as the text continues, we can see that our place is not an isolated room of our own in a giant heavenly mansion. This is a place of relationship not cut off from others, especially our relationship with Jesus and God our Father. The words from Jesus tell us al we need to need to know about God, and just as we can have a relationship with another human person, we can also have a relationship with God that will one day be as real and obvious as are our relationships with one another. The hope of one day being with Christ fully and forever is as real as the works we are called to do in his name today. We do those works not for our salvation. We cannot do enough for our salvation. Christ claims us, we do not claim Christ. However, belief in Christ which opens us up to God’s grace so we will be held blameless compels us to serve others for the glory of God and to share Christ because knowing Christ means knowing God. When we encounter the Son in our weekly worship we see the Father. 
     We are given words of comfort as we honor the cloud of witnesses and those with us today as we look forward to the future.  Today’s text allows us the opportunity to contemplate what is ultimately unknown yet is also a central part of our faith: what heaven will be like. Also, it helps us to navigate and contemplate a future in a world of war and chaos and divisiveness, a world where people are increasingly turning away from the church. So, we continue in Word and Sacrament and focus on using the resources we have, focusing on people using there resources in a way that fit their passion all the time praying for guidance. I like the prayer for guidance (also known as the “The Holden Prayer”) found on page 317 in our ELW hymnal which implores: “O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord” We honor the cloud of witnesses that have gone before us and those we join to carry out God’s mission in the world but we move into the unknown future. We put our trust in the one who was, the one who is and the one who is yet to comes. We are called to recognize the Way as the good news that God loves the whole world, as the wideness of God’s mercy. On Sunday we see the Son in his body, and so we are seeing also the Father. By knowing Jesus, we know the Father who we can trust because God always keeps his promises and loves us who loves the world so much, he gave his only begotten Son, who demonstrates the Father and the Father’s love so whoever believes in him will have eternal life. This is the good News that brings comfort, especially during challenging times.
     So I encourage you to go and tell others and bring food or volunteer at the food bank which feeds those that need food in our community, bring items to assist an organization that is helping homeless find a home, to support our youth going to confirmation camp while sharing our treasures to serve others with a portion of donations supporting our Synod, while joining others in supporting Churchwide, Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran World Hunger, Anti-Racism, Refugee Services and other things. All for the glory of God. Amen
