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     SAINT PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
      3383 EAST LAKE LANSING ROAD
      EAST LANSING, MI 48823

PHONE (517) 351-8541

 Pastor Carl E. Ballard
E-MAIL: pastor@stpaul-el.org
officemanager@stpaul-el.org
Welcome We welcome you as a beloved child of God. “7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” Romans 15:7. It doesn’t matter what your age, race, ethnicity, faith, gender identity or expression, marital status, political leanings, neurodivergent status or mental, intellectual or physical ability, in other words, everyone is welcomed just as you are. As a community of the people of God, we are called to minister to all people in our world, knowing that the world is often an unwelcoming place. Our world can be a place of alienation and brokenness. Christ calls us to reconciliation and wholeness. We strive to love one another as Jesus loves us and to share that love with all others. “For all are one in Christ Jesus” Galatians 3:28 There is a place for you here and you can make a difference. Our main mission is to physically and spiritually feed the community through our food pantry and worship. We also support an organization that assists the homeless in finding a place to live. If you are not sure about something, please ask anyone. Again, Welcome!
Visitors if this is your first time worshipping with us, please sign our guest registry just outside the sanctuary doors. We hope you are blessed through worship today. If you have any questions, please feel free to call the church at 351-8541.

Children are always welcome in worship! The choir room (off the sanctuary) can also be used as a cry room for younger children and includes a sound system so parents may continue to participate in the service. Clipboards with children’s bulletins, activities and crayons are available for use during the service. Please see an usher if you are unable to locate them. 

Sunday School is available during the worship service September-May except the last Sunday of the month.  

This Bulletin is for your use during the service and to take home for the upcoming week. If you choose not to take it home, please place it in the recycle receptacle in the back. 
Newsletters and Calendars of Upcoming Events are available in the lobby/narthex. We welcome anyone who has an interest in our small groups or activities! You can also look us up on the web at www.stpaul-el.org.

Contacting Us: Our office manager is Emily Polhamus. She can be reached by phone at 517-351-8541 or at her email address, officemanager@stpaul-el.org. Our Director of Music is Elene Kobulashvili. You may leave a message at 517-351-8541. Pastor Carl can be reached at 517-515-3129, and his email address is pastor@stpaul-el.org 
Communion We have communion most every Sunday along with special festivals since Jesus commanded us to do this in remembrance of him. We welcome everyone to share in communion with us and take in the real presence of Christ, regardless of your background, religious affiliation, or church membership status.
You are invited to share in fellowship after worship. We would love this opportunity to break bread with you, simply as an act of hospitality. 

P-Presiding Minister
A-Assisting Minister
C-Congregation
PRELUDE                                                                                                 ELENE

INTRODUCTION
Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes the apostolic greeting that begins the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. In the gospel Jesus sends his disciples forth to baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. More than a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have experienced the God of creation made known in Jesus Christ and with us always through the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the mystery of the Holy Trinity in word and sacrament, as we profess the creed, and as we are sent into the world to bear witness to our faith.
GATHERING
P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
(Please rise as you are able.) 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin to God. 
(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

P: Compassionate God, 

C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.
P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.
C: Amen.
GATHERING SONG                                                                              ELW 819
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Text: Alexander Gondo; tr. I-to Loh, b. 1936, alt.

Music: UyAIMOSE, Alexander Gondo

Text and music © 1986 World Council of Churches and the Asian Institute of Liturgy & Music
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GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
KYRIE

ELW Setting 2, Page 120
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                      ELW Setting 4, Page 149-150
         


REFRAIN

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 

1 Worthy is Christ, 


the Lamb who was slain, 


whose blood set us free to be people of God.


Power and riches and wisdom and strength 


and honor and blessing and glory are his. 



REFRAIN

2   Sing with all the people of God


and join in the hymn of all creation:


Blessing and honor and glory


and might be to God and the Lamb forever. 


Amen. 




REFRAIN

This is the feast of victory for our God, 


for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

       
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
PRAYER OF THE DAY
     P: Let us pray. Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen. 
(Please be seated.)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE/NOISY OFFERING
(Children are invited to Sunday School.)
TRANSITION SONG                                                                             ELW 801
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Text: Eddie Espinosa, b. 1953
Music: CHANGE MY HEART, Eddie Espinosa
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin. Music Services
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WORD
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song.

First Reading                                                                   genesis 1:1-2:4a
At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God the life-giving Spirit form the earth and all its inhabitants. God sees that all this created work is good and then rests on the seventh day.
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.

 9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.

26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 27 So God created humans in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.

28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the sixth day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 4a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.
Word of God, word of life.

                                C:  Thanks be to God.
PSALM

   PSALM 8
How majestic is your name in all the earth! (Ps. 8:1)
1O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!—


2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and children; you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger. 

3When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars you have set up in their courses, 


4what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, human beings that you should care for them?

5Yet you have made them little less than divine; with glory and honor you crown them. 


6You have made them rule over the works of your hands; you have put all things under their feet. 

7all flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts of the field, 


8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 

9O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
SECOND READING                                                 2 CORINTHIANS 13:11-13
Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian fellowship grounded in the triune harmony of Christ’s grace, God’s love, and the Spirit’s partnership.
[Paul writes:] 11 Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my appeal; agree with one another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

Word of God, word of life.

                                C:  Thanks be to God.
(Please rise as you are able.)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
     ELW Setting 2, Page 124
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
GOSPEL                                                                             MATTHEW 28:16-20
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 28th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and commissions them to baptize and teach all nations in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

 C: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Please be seated.)
SERMON
PASTOR CARL BALLARD
(Please rise as you are able.)
HYMN OF THE DAY
                                                                      ELW 412
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Text: Richard Leach, b. 1953
Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune
Text © 2001 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. www.selahpub.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, 


the Father, the Almighty, 


maker of heaven and earth, 


of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 


the only Son of God, 


eternally begotten of the Father, 


God from God, Light from Light, 


true God from true God, 


begotten, not made, 


of one Being with the Father; 


through him all things were made. 


For us and for our salvation 


he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 


and became truly human. 


For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 


he suffered death and was buried. 


On the third day he rose again 


in accordance with the scriptures; 


he ascended into heaven 


and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 


He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 


and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 


who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 


who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 


who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 


We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 


We look for the resurrection of the dead, 


and the life of the world to come. Amen.

(Please be seated.)
THE PRAYERS
A: Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world.
(A brief silence)
A: Holy God, we are in awe of your creative work. Continue that work in your church, making us a new creation that proclaims your presence and love. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Creator God, nature reveals your power and glory. Protect water sources, vegetation, and wildlife as reminders of who you are. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Redeemer God, you call us to pray for those in authority. Guide our leaders to pursue the work of fostering peace and community. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Sustaining God, you are mindful of your people in every circumstance. Heal those who are sick. Provide for all who hunger. Protect those in harm’s way. Comfort any experiencing hardship. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Gracious God, we pray for the children of our church and community. Provide for their needs. Support their caregivers. Nurture their faith. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
A: Warrior God, send angels of protection to provide care and compassion for those who serve in our armed forces, especially Alex, Beth & Ryan, Brandon, David, Ethan, Hunter, Irene, Jacob, Matt, Noah, Paul & Rachael, and Yoshi. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
A: Compassionate God, Soothe the anxious, protect widows and orphans, comfort those living with memory loss and their families, and heal the sick. Especially, Ahren, Beth, Bev, B.J., Carolyn, Dan, David, Don, Doretta, Ian, Jeff, Jim & Cheri, Jim, John, Jordan, Ken, Lawton, Lera & family, Linda, Lizzy, Nate, Nicole, Patty, Randy, Rick & Kathy, Sean, Sharon, Sheri, Sheri, Susan, Wanda, and all whom we name aloud and in our hearts. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
A: Never-ending God, equip those whom you have called to lead your church, O God, with your word and wisdom. We pray especially for Presiding Bishop Yehiel, our Synod Bishop Julie, Pastor Carl, and their respective staffs as they live out their callings to serve. As we are called to be one, even as Jesus and the Father are one, be with the leaders and the congregation of Faith Lutheran in Sidney and all the churches in our community. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer. 
A: Loving God, we give thanks for those who have died and claimed their baptismal promises. Strengthen us to live as they did in communion with you. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.

C: Amen.
GREETING OF PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

(You are invited to share Christ’s peace with one another.)

(Please be seated.) 
MEAL
OFFERING                                                                                              ELENE
OFFERTORY                                                                                        ELW 325
(V1 ONLY) 
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Text: African American spiritual

Music: SOJOURNER, African American spiritual





(Please rise as you are able.) 
OFFERING PRAYER
A: Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
C: Amen. 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
PROPER PREFACE
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY
ELW Setting 2, Page 130
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
    P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 


remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:


This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER
   P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
    C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
(Please be seated.) 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
   All who believe in the real presence of Christ in the bread and the wine (juice) are welcome to the table. Others may come forward for a blessing. If you prefer grape juice, please indicate this to the assisting minister. 
When approaching the communion rail, come forward down the side aisle, kneel, if you are able, starting at the front of the communion rail (spot closest to the font) on your side and filling in toward the back. After receiving both the bread and the wine, you may return to your seat by the center aisle. 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
   P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
COMMUNION HYMN                                                                            ELW 471
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual




P: The body of Christ, given for you.
C: Amen.
A: The blood of Christ, shed for you.
C: Amen.
(Please rise as you are able.) 
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
   C: Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
   P: Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
C: Amen. 
SENDING
BLESSING 
   P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
C: Amen. 
SENDING HYMN   
                                                                                ELW 413
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1 Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - ly, Lord God Al - might - y!
2 Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - ly! All  the saints a - dore thee,
3 Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - Iy! Though the dark-ness hide thee,
4 Ho-ly, ho-1ly, ho - ly! Lord God Al - might - y!

n “ } L } } L

) A TV S— ! o—o ! : ! - 5
e o o o T 2 ) | 4 e 4o

J T - I

Ear - ly in the morn - ing our song shall rise to thee.
cast - ing down their gold - en crowns a - round the glass - y sea;
though the eye of sin - ful-ness thy glo - ry may not see,
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
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Ho-1ly, ho - ly, ho - ly, mer - c¢i- ful and might - y!
cher-u - bim and ser - a- phim fall - ing down be - fore thee,
on - ly thou art ho - ly; there is none be - side  thee,
Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly, mer - c¢i- ful and might - y!
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God in three per - sons, bless-ed Trin - i - ty!
which wert and art, and ev - er - more shalt be.
per - fect in pow’r, in love and pu - i - ty.
God in three per - sons, bless-ed Trin - 1 - ty!

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt.
Music: NICAEA, John B. Dykes, 1823-1876




DISMISSAL
A: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C: Thanks be to God.  

Announcements
· Sunday, May 31 – Graduation Sunday & Fish Fry after service. All

donations go to the Confirmation Campers. 

Recurring Events
• Every Sunday – Adult Bible Study @ 9am

• Last Sunday of each month – Noisy offering for the Advent House Homeless Ministry 

• Monday, June 1 – Worship Committee Meeting @ 6:30pm 

• Wednesday, June 17 – Women’s Bible Study @ 11am 

• Thursday, June 18 – Council Meeting @ 5pm
Food Pantry Dates
Wednesday, June 3, 5-6:30pm

Thursday, June 11, 1-3pm

Wednesday, June 17, 5-6:30pm

Thursday, June 25, 1-3pm 

June Birthday Celebrations
6/1 – Charlotte Co.         6/6 – Bob Se. 
6/12 – Kathryn Ki.           6/15 – Logan Ro.

6/16 – Steve Op.             6/17 – Ardyth Cl.

6/20 – Charles Mc. 

June Anniversary Celebrations
6/10 – Melissa                 6/24 – Ryan & Jessica Sm. 
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