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     SAINT PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
      3383 EAST LAKE LANSING ROAD
      EAST LANSING, MI 48823

PHONE (517) 351-8541

 Pastor Carl E. Ballard
E-MAIL: pastor@stpaul-el.org
officemanager@stpaul-el.org
Welcome We welcome you as a beloved child of God. “7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” Romans 15:7. It doesn’t matter what your age, race, ethnicity, faith, gender identity or expression, marital status, political leanings, neurodivergent status or mental, intellectual or physical ability, in other words, everyone is welcomed just as you are. As a community of the people of God, we are called to minister to all people in our world, knowing that the world is often an unwelcoming place. Our world can be a place of alienation and brokenness. Christ calls us to reconciliation and wholeness. We strive to love one another as Jesus loves us and to share that love with all others. “For all are one in Christ Jesus” Galatians 3:28 There is a place for you here and you can make a difference. Our main mission is to physically and spiritually feed the community through our food pantry and worship. We also support an organization that assists the homeless in finding a place to live. If you are not sure about something, please ask anyone. Again, Welcome!
Visitors if this is your first time worshipping with us, please sign our guest registry just outside the sanctuary doors. We hope you are blessed through worship today. If you have any questions, please feel free to call the church at 351-8541.

Children are always welcome in worship! The choir room (off the sanctuary) can also be used as a cry room for younger children and includes a sound system so parents may continue to participate in the service. Clipboards with children’s bulletins, activities and crayons are available for use during the service. Please see an usher if you are unable to locate them. 

Sunday School is available during the worship service September-May except the last Sunday of the month.  

This Bulletin is for your use during the service and to take home for the upcoming week. If you choose not to take it home, please place it in the recycle receptacle in the back. 
Newsletters and Calendars of Upcoming Events are available in the lobby/narthex. We welcome anyone who has an interest in our small groups or activities! You can also look us up on the web at www.stpaul-el.org.

Contacting Us: Our office manager is Emily Polhamus. She can be reached by phone at 517-351-8541 or at her email address, officemanager@stpaul-el.org. Our Director of Music is Elene Kobulashvili. You may leave a message at 517-351-8541. Pastor Carl can be reached at 517-515-3129, and his email address is pastor@stpaul-el.org 
Communion We have communion most every Sundays along with special festivals since Jesus commanded us to do this in remembrance of him. We welcome everyone to share in communion with us and take in the real presence of Christ, regardless of your background, religious affiliation, or church membership status.
You are invited to share in fellowship after worship. We would love this opportunity to break bread with you, simply as an act of hospitality. 

P-Presiding Minister
A-Assisting Minister
C-Congregation
PRELUDE                                                                                                 ELENE

INTRODUCTION
In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the disciples in the upper room, waiting for the Spirit to transform the church around the world. In today’s gospel Jesus prays for his followers and for their mission in his name. Amid religious, social, and economic divisions, we seek the unity that Jesus had with his Father. Made one in baptism, we go forth to live our faith in the world, eager for the unity that God intends for the whole human family.
GATHERING
P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
(Please rise as you are able.) 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism. 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.
GATHERING SONG                                                                              ELW 532
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!

C: Amen.
P: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

(Silence is kept for reflection.)

P: Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. 

Blessed are you.

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.
P: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.

C: Amen.

GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
KYRIE

ELW Setting 2, Page 120
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                      ELW Setting 4, Page 149-150
         
REFRAIN

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 


1 Worthy is Christ, 


the Lamb who was slain, 


whose blood set us free to be people of God.


Power and riches and wisdom and strength 


and honor and blessing and glory are his. 

REFRAIN

2   Sing with all the people of God


and join in the hymn of all creation:


Blessing and honor and glory


and might be to God and the Lamb forever. 


Amen. 


REFRAIN

This is the feast of victory for our God, 


for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

       
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
PRAYER OF THE DAY
     P: Let us pray. O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen. 
(Please be seated.)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
(Children may return to their seats.)
TRANSITION SONG                                                                             ELW 801
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Text: Eddie Espinosa, b. 1953
Music: CHANGE MY HEART, Eddie Espinosa
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin. Music Services

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




WORD
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song.

First Reading                                                                             ACTS 1:6-14
Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost. These verses tell of the risen Lord’s conversation with his disciples on the eve of his ascension, in which he promises that they will receive the power of the Holy Spirit.

6 When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 

10 While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

Word of God, word of life.

                                C:  Thanks be to God.
PSALM

   PSALM 68:1-10, 32-35
Sing to God, who rides upon the clouds. (Ps. 68:4)
1Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; let those who hate God flee. 


2As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 

3But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; let them also be merry and joyful. 


4Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who rides the clouds; I AM is that name, rejoice before God!

5In your holy habitation, O God, you are a father to orphans, defender of widows;


6you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom; but the rebels shall live in desert places. 

7O God, when you went forth before your people, when you marched through the wilderness, 


8the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 

9You sent a bountiful rain, O God; you restored your inheritance when it languished. 


10Your people found their home in it; in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor. 

32Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; sing praises to the Lord. 


33You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens; you send forth your voice, your mighty voice. 

34Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies. 


35How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel, giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God! 

SECOND READING                                                    1 PETER 4:12-14, 5:6-11
Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others. Nevertheless, we are to resist the designs of evil when we experience disparagement from others because we trust God’s grace will strengthen and guide us.

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.

5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8 Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10 And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.

Word of God, word of life.

                                C:  Thanks be to God.
(Please rise as you are able.)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
     ELW Setting 2, Page 124
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
GOSPEL                                                                                       JOHN 17:1-11
P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 11th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking that those who continue his work in this world will live in unity.

1 After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.


6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me is from you, 8 for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you, and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 

10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have been glorified in them. 11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

 C: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Please be seated.)
SERMON
PASTOR CARL BALLARD
(Please rise as you are able.)
HYMN OF THE DAY
                                                                      ELW 482
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NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, 


the Father, the Almighty, 


maker of heaven and earth, 


of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 


the only Son of God, 


eternally begotten of the Father, 


God from God, Light from Light, 


true God from true God, 


begotten, not made, 


of one Being with the Father; 


through him all things were made. 


For us and for our salvation 


he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 


and became truly human. 


For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 


he suffered death and was buried. 


On the third day he rose again 


in accordance with the scriptures; 


he ascended into heaven 


and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 


He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 


and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 


who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 


who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 


who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 


We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 


We look for the resurrection of the dead, 


and the life of the world to come. Amen.

(Please be seated.)
THE PRAYERS
A: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.
(A brief silence)
A: O God, your people sing praises throughout the church. By your Holy Spirit, inspire musicians, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim the gospel of Jesus. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
A: Your creative power fills the universe. Bring favorable weather, nurture plants and animals, protect us from natural disasters, and guide us to care for all you have made. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
A: Your justice is exercised in society by those in authority. Instill in political leaders, business leaders, school administrators, and all who care for others a desire for peace and equity. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
A: Your love radiates from communities gathered in your name. Bless those experiencing significant transitions in life such as graduation, retirement, new employment and accompany us in our prayers during these times. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
A: O God, send angels of protection to provide care and compassion for those who serve in our armed forces, especially Alex, Beth & Ryan, Brandon, David, Ethan, Hunter, Irene, Jonathan, Jacob, Matt, Noah, Paul & Rachael, and Yoshi. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
A: Your compassion and care come through the gifts of medicine and relationships. Soothe the anxious, protect widows and orphans, comfort those living with memory loss and their families, and heal the sick. Especially, Ahren, Beth, B.J., Carolyn, Dan, David, Don, Doretta, Ian, Jeff, Jim & Cheri, Jim, John, Jordan, Ken, Lawton, Lera & family, Linda, Lizzy, Nate, Nicole, Patty, Randy, Rick & Kathy, Sean, Sharon, Sheri, Sheri, Susan, Wanda, and all whom we name aloud and in our hearts. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.
A: Never-ending God, equip those whom you have called to lead your church, O God, with your word and wisdom. We pray especially for Presiding Bishop Yehiel, our Synod Bishop Julie, Pastor Carl, and their respective staffs as they live out their callings to serve. As we are called to be one, even as Jesus and the Father are one, be with the leaders and the congregation of Our Saviour Lutheran in Saginaw and all the churches in our community. Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 
A: O God, your promise of eternal life is certain and sure. Inspire us by the steadfast faith of those who have gone before us, so that we may be confident in the assurances you give. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

P: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
C: Amen.
GREETING OF PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

(You are invited to share Christ’s peace with one another.)
(Please be seated.) 
MEAL
OFFERING                                                                                              ELENE
OFFERTORY                                                                                        ELW 325
(V1 ONLY) 
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Text: African American spiritual

Music: SOJOURNER, African American spiritual





(Please rise as you are able.) 
OFFERING PRAYER
A: Let us pray. Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,
C: Amen. 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
PROPER PREFACE
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY
ELW Setting 2, Page 130
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
    P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 


remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:


This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER
   P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
    C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
(Please be seated.) 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
   All who believe in the real presence of Christ in the bread and the wine (juice) are welcome to the table. Others may come forward for a blessing. If you prefer grape juice, please indicate this to the assisting minister. 
When approaching the communion rail, come forward down the side aisle, kneel, if you are able, starting at the front of the communion rail (spot closest to the font) on your side and filling in toward the back. After receiving both the bread and the wine, you may return to your seat by the center aisle. 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
   P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.
COMMUNION HYMN                                                                            ELW 471
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let wus drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
let wus praise God to - geth-er on our knees.
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When I fall on my knees, with my face to the ris - ing
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sun, O Lord, have mer-cy on me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual




P: The body of Christ, given for you.
C: Amen.
A: The blood of Christ, shed for you.
C: Amen.
(Please rise as you are able.) 
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
   P: Let us pray. Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,
C: Amen. 
SENDING
BLESSING 
   P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever.
C: Amen. 
SENDING HYMN   
                                                                                ELW 826
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1 Thine the a - men thine the praise al - le - lu - ias an - gels raise
2 Thine the life e - ter - nal - ly thine the prom-ise let there be
3 Thine the tru - ly thine the yes thine the ta - ble we the guest
4 Thine the king-dom thine the prize thine the won-der full sur-prise
5 Thine the glo -ry in the night no more dy - ing on - ly light
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thine the ev - er - last-ing head thine the  break-ing of the bread
thine the vi - sion thine the tree all the earth on bend-ed knee
thine the mer-cy all from thee thine the glo -ty yet to be
thine the  ban-quet then the praise then the jus - tice of thy ways
thine the riv - er thine the tree then the Lamb e - ter - nal - ly
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thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry thine the  har - vest then the cup
gone the nail-ing gone the rail -ing gone the plead-ing gone the cry
then the ring-ing and the sing-ing then the end of all the war
thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry then the  wel-come to the least
then the ho-1ly ho-1ly ho-1ly cel -e - bra-tion ju - bi- lee
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thine the vine-yard then the cup is lift-ed up lift - ed up.
gone the sigh-ing gone the dy - ing what was loss  lift -ed  high.
thine the liv - ing thine the lov - ing ev - er - more ev - er - more.
then the won -der all in-creas-ing at thy feast at thy feast.
thine the splen-dor thine the bright-ness on - ly thee on - ly thee.

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Music: THINE, Carl E. Schalk, b. 1929
Text and music © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

Announcements
· Saturday, May 30 – Piano Recital at St. Paul’s @ 3pm

· Sunday, May 31 – Graduation Sunday & Fish Fry after service. All

donations go to the Confirmation Campers. 

Recurring Events
• Every Sunday – Adult Bible Study @ 9am

• Last Sunday of each month – Noisy offering for the Advent House Homeless Ministry 

• Monday, June 1 – Worship Committee Meeting @ 6:30pm 

• Wednesday, May 20 – Women’s Bible Study @ 11am 

• Thursday, June 18 – Council Meeting @ 5pm
Food Pantry Dates
Thursday, May 14, 1-3pm

Wednesday, May 20, 5-6:30pm

Thursday, May 28, 1-3pm

Wednesday, June 1, 5-6:30pm 

May Birthday Celebrations
5/2 – Jemal Ta.      5/2 – Melissa En.
5/9 – Pr. Carl          5/18 – Donna Ti. 

5/23 – Jim Cr.

May Anniversary Celebrations
5/11 – AJ & Emily Po.     5/26 – Jon & Tzulun Ke. 
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