Grace and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, peace be with you. Amen. 
     The day the tomb was found empty by May and Mary Magdeline was quite a busy day. After seeing the empty and the tomb empty Jesus greeted them and asked them to tell others. That same evening Jesus appeared behind closed doors in the evening telling the disciples “Peace be with you” and breaths the Holy Spirit on them. Now, that same day we hear how Jesus appeared to two disciples Cleopas and most likely his wife (since she is given no name) were debriefing from what they saw in Jerusalem. This would be helpful when trying to get your mind around something you have a hard time understanding. They met someone on the way when he asked what they were discussing and he Cleopas was incredulous the stranger didn’t even know what had happened in Jerusalem when the stranger asked what things. They shared with the stranger information about Jesus of Nazareth and stated he was a prophet mighty in word and deed who their chief priests handed him over to be condemned to death and to be crucified. He also shared they had hoped he had been the one to redeem Israel. Additionally, women had encountered an angel and found the tomb empty which was verified by others. Let’s look at this. Did they overshare? They were quite brave because f the stranger was a Jewish official, they could have put themselves at great risk, the thing the huddled disciples had feared. Fortunately for them, this was Jesus himself hiding in plain sight. It says their eye were kept from recognizing him.
     The stranger rebuked them because they had not believed what the prophets had said. He told them the Messiah should suffer as he had told them. Then, he educated them beginning with Moses and the prophets and interpreted things about him from all the scriptures. We need to know scripture form both the old and new testament. What an amazing experience for the word, Jesus to explain the word.
     As they moved on, they invited the stranger to stay with him because it was turning dark. Part of that hospitality was to serve a meal. The stranger then took the bread, a staple of meals like wine blessed it and broke it and gave it to them. Then they recognized the stranger. It was Jesus but he disappeared from their sight. Again, Jesus was hiding in plain sight. Why didn’t Jesus just introduce himself? They admitted their hearts were burning when the stranger was opening the scriptures. The same ways are open when we take in the real presence of Christ which keeps us in God’s grace and strengthens us and opens our hearts so we can welcome all others. What is left to do? They turned around and went back to Jerusalem with renewed courage, faith, and hope where they found the 11 disciples huddled together (Thomas was not with them) and told them they found the Messiah on the road and made himself known in the breaking of the bread and the eleven told them the risen Lord had appeared to Simon.
     Jesus hides in the open. He walks with us every step of the way. Every eucharistic service repeats the story of Emmaus: we walk together, we welcome a stranger, we hear the word, we share the meal, we recognize the risen Christ, the host that is present at the table and is with us when we go to tell others. One of the reason for having food after worship when we gather in the fellowship hall is to break bread together and welcome any guests we have. After Jim Claucherty’s Celebration of life yesterday, people gathered in the fellowship hall here the family fed the people that came and they could spend time sharing fond memories of Jim who basked in amazing grace.
     Jesus is present when we welcome a stranger, we hear the word and when we share the meal. Indeed, it is a meal. There is no need for tasteless wafers. This is a meal of bread and wine/juice. This meal keeps us in God’s grace and gives us the strength to welcome strangers and to tell others about Christ. Every eucharistic service repeats the story of Emmaus: we are walking together, we welcome a stranger, we hear the word, we share the meal, we recognize at our table the risen Christ, and we go to tell others. We hlp them to recognize the Jesus who hides in plain sight.
     So, it is not a question if Jesus is with us. It is a question of us recognizing Jesus. I like Evelyn Underhill, who wrote in Mediations and Prayers  Lord! Open our eyes that we may behold thee. Open our ears that they may recognize thy voice. Not in some special religious experience, some great moment or wonderful service or perfect setting, but just as we go along the common road. Come to us with your living touch on events; your sacred hand opening the scriptures. You have the words of eternal life. Lord! Give us courage and love to open the door and constrain you to enter, offer all my resources, whatever the disguise you come in, even before I fully recognize my guest. Come in! Enter my small life! When out of the heart of my own homely circumstances you feed me, then my eyes are open to the presence I long for and can never understand. Come and abide with me! Meet me, walk with me! Enter my humble life with its poverty and its limitations as you entered the stable of Bethlehem, the workshop of Nazareth, the cottage of Emmaus. Bless and consecrate the material of that small and ordinary life. Feed and possess my soul!
—Evelyn Underhill
[Evelyn Underhill, Mediations and Prayers (London: Longman, Green and Com., 1949), 14, 17, 20.]
Where do I see Jesus? In the faces of hungry who come to us to be fed physically and perhaps spiritually. I see Jesus in the person of someone who is ill. I see Jesus in those who work to serve those in need. I saw Jesus in Jim with his many questions whose life we celebrated yesterday. I see experience Jesus who is present in the bread and wine we take to give us the amazing grace Jim was so fond of and also in those who come to mourn this unique individual.
Go and revel Jesus to others. Amen.

