Grace and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
     Sundays & Seasons asks “How would you live if you were not afraid? Fear is used by politicians to gain our votes, by the media to get our attention, by advertising firms to sell us what we don’t need, and by TV evangelists to get our donations. What fears are used against us? One is scarcity, the fear that we won’t have enough or won’t get our share. Our false belief that having more money and “stuff” will save us binds us as slaves. In many cases, having less can free us to live by faith.” We read of the widow in the Old Testament lesson that, though she had very little with which to make bread, by the grace of God had enough to feed both her family and the prophet Elijah. Throughout the scriptures the widow is a symbol for social helplessness. In ancient times it was difficult for a woman to survive, and she needs the protection of a male spouse Without the male presences she is vulnerable to abuse or starvation. There was no social net like today. While teaching his disciples, Jesus contrasts the poverty and humility of the poor widow with the pious scribes in their long robes and at their places of honor even though they devour widow’s houses while at the same time publicly saying long prayers. While the scribes offerings were greater monetarily than the widow and was done to demonstrate their wealth, the widows meager donation comes from a place That is why when the widow who put just only a few copper coins worth about a penny in the offering, Jesus tells us her offering was the greatest. Of course, Jesus who had no material goods gave everything on the cross for our benefit. As Hebrews tell us 27 And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once, and after that the judgment, 28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. You see, the ritual was for people to visibly add what they donated to the treasury, and you could see how the rich people put in large sums of money as a demonstration of their wealth. The life of the widow is more marginal than the lives of the scribes, but the scribes unfairly draw attention away from the marginalized and toward themselves, even though they don’t need it. By what the widows gave demonstrated these widows gave even though they did not have very much and lived on the margins they trusted God would provide.  In ancient times it was difficult for a woman to survive without the protection of a male spouse, which leaves her vulnerable to abuse or starvation. While Jesus teaches his disciples, Jesus juxtaposes the showy and pious scribes in their long robes and at their places of honor with the poverty and humility of a poor widow. Jesus values the widow’s offering more than the offering provided by the scribes not because the widow’s offering was monetarily greater than the offering of the scribes, but because it came from a place of greater sacrifice and faith. Their and our fear has a positive use: it reminds us of our vulnerability, and it tells us what we truly value and truly trust as “We walk by faith, not by sight.” Those in charge promise us what we can see. Where do put our true faith and trust?
     My experience in life has been many times those that do not have enough can be generous.  My grandmother and grandfather raised 10 kids during the great depression, so money was obviously and issue.  Yet everyone that came into their home received something to eat and drink. This was a big thing during the depression. Whenever we visited them, my Grandma Smith would heat up something like sausage links and we would get a little sausage link and a can of soda. Of course, I was not used to having a whole can of soda to myself and would get a tummy ache which I know was not her intension. My grandpa carried a pack of chewing gum in his shirt pocket and would give a stick of gum any young people from outside the family a stick of gum. My mother resented the fact that they did not get a stick of gum and missed the hospitality aspect, and they gave what they could afford.  
     Jesus warns about the self-serving scribes who will be condemned for their simultaneous love for “show” and cynical lack of mercy–specifically to widows. This is mindful of how the Cista Nostra are embraced by the church while at the same time donating from their il gotten gains This is mindful of one of the closing scenes in The Godfather a violent movie where Michael Corleone, the son of The Godfather is standing at the baptismal font as the godfather for his infant niece at her baptism. During this scene, the audio continues with the baptismal rite while the video goes back and forth from the scene in the church to scenes of hit men under Corleone’s command preparing to murder several rivals. The murders themselves coincide exactly with Corleone’s renunciation of Satan and all his works. Melodramatic for sure, but no less so than the image of simultaneity suggested by Jesus: “They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers.” Even as murdered they got dressed up and went to church. Ironic, isn’t it.
     Our faith community is a place where we share the love of God and love of neighbor. Our love is not based on people’s economic or social status.  We all come together to serve others.  We serve those that are the most marginalized, like widows or homeless.  We carry out this mission for the glory of God. Christ sees us all as children of God does not judge us by our material goods bur rather our commitment and faith and how we care for others in our heart. Trust, go and do and tell. Amen.
