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26th Sunday after Pentecost
November 17, 2024
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SAINT PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
3383 EAST LAKE LANSING ROAD
         EAST LANSING, MI 48823

         PHONE (517) 351-8541
 Pastor Carl E. Ballard

E-MAIL: pastor@stpaul-el.org
officemanager@stpaul-el.org
Visitors  WELCOME!  If this is your first time worshipping with us, please sign our guest registry just outside the sanctuary doors.  We hope you are blessed through worship today.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call the church at 351-8541.
Children are always welcome in worship! The choir room (off the sanctuary) can also be used as a cry room for younger children and includes a sound system so parents may continue to participate in the service. Clipboards with children's bulletins, activities and crayons are available for use during the service.

Sunday School is available during the worship service September-May except the last Sunday of the month.

Virtual Services We can provide a virtual live Zoom session during worship upon request.

This Bulletin is for your use during the service and to take home for the upcoming week. If you choose not to take it home, please place it in the recycle receptacle in the back.

Newsletters and Calendars of Upcoming Events are available in the lobby/narthex. We welcome anyone who has an interest in our small groups or activities!  You can also look us up on the web at www.stpaul-el.org.

Contacting Us:  Our Office Manager is Emily Polhamus. She can be reached by phone at 517-351-8541 or at her email address, officemanager@stpaul-el.org. Our Director of Music is Elene Kobulashvili.  You may leave a message at 517-351-8541. Pastor Carl can be reached at 517-515-3129, and his email address is cballard123@msn.com.
Holy Communion is available at most services. All who believe in the real presence of Christ in the bread and the wine are invited to celebrate Communion with us. Those who wish may come forward for a blessing.

You’re invited to share in fellowship after worship. We would love this opportunity to introduce you to the St. Paul community.

P-Presiding Minister           A-Assisting Minister             C-Congregation

PRELUDE

                                                                    ELENE 
INTRODUCTION
November begins with All Saints Day and ends in or near Advent, when we anticipate Christ’s coming again. It is fitting, then, that the readings today tell of the final resurrection and the end time. In the turmoil of hope, fear, and disbelief that these predictions provoke in us, Hebrews sounds a note of confident trust. Christ makes a way for us where there is no way, and we walk it confidently, our hearts and bodies washed in baptismal water, trusting the one who has promised forgiveness. The more we see the last day approaching, the more important it is to meet together to provoke one another to love.
GATHERING

P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

(Please rise as you are able.)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our refuge, our delight, our beginning and our end. 
C: Amen.

P: Let us come in truth before the one who loves us and has freed us from our sin. 
(Silence for reflection)
P: Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
C: we confess that sin has taken hold of us and we are complicit in its power. We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts cannot rest. Unbind us and set us free. Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, that we may live just and generous lives for the good of your world and the care of our neighbors, following in the servant way of Jesus. Amen.
P: These words are trustworthy and true: Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, swallowing up death forever. For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven

and God remembers your sin no more. Let your heart be glad again, and rejoice in your salvation.
C: Amen.
GATHERING SONG                                                                         ELW 438 
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Text: African American spiritual

Music: BURLEIGH, African American spiritual
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GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C:  And also with you. 
KYRIE                                                            ELW Setting 10, Page 203

Have mercy on us, Lord,


and hear our solemn prayer. 


We come to hear your living word;


it saves us from despair. 

Have mercy on us, Christ,


and wash away our sin. 


Pour out your grace and make us whole


that new life may begin. 


Have mercy on us, Lord;


make sin and shame depart.


Renew us with your saving pow’r;


create in us new hearts! 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                 ELW Setting 4, Page 149-150

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia.


Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,


whose blood set us free to be people of God.


Power and riches and wisdom and strength,


and honor and blessing and glory are his.


This is the feast of victory for our God. 


Alleluia.


Sing with all the people of God


and join in the hymn of all creation:


Blessing and honor and glory


and might be to God and the Lamb forever.


Amen.


This is the feast of victory for our God,

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.


Alleluia. Alleluia. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, your sovereign purpose brings salvation to birth. Give us faith to be steadfast amid the tumults of this world, trusting that your kingdom comes and your will is done through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.                                                            
(Please be seated.)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
(Children are invited to Sunday School.) 
TRANSITION SONG                                                         ANCIENT WORDS
Ancient words ever true

Changing me, and changing you.

We have come with open hearts

Oh let the ancient words impart.                
THE WORD
P: God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING                                                                    DANIEL 12:1-3
The book of Daniel is an example of apocalyptic literature, which is full of strange visions and symbolism. Arising during times of great persecution, apocalyptic literature is concerned with God’s revelation about the end time and the coming kingdom of God, when God will vindicate the righteous who have been persecuted.

1 “At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your people, shall arise. There shall be a time of anguish, such as has never occurred since nations first came into existence. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone who is found written in the book. 2 Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 3 Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.”
Reader: Word of God, word of life.
                            C: Thanks be to God.   
PSALM                                                                                           PSALM 16
My heart is glad and my spirit rejoices; my body shall rest in hope. (Ps. 16:9)

1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.”

2 All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, upon those who are noble among the people.
3 But those who run after other gods shall have their troubles multiplied.

 4 I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, never take their names upon my lips. 

5 O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who uphold my lot.

 6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; indeed, I have a rich inheritance.

7 I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me night after night.

 8 I have set the Lord always before me; because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.

9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also shall rest in hope.

 10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, nor let your holy one see the pit.

11 You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
SECOND READING                               HEBREWS 10:11-14 [15-18] 19-25

Images of worship and sacrifice are used throughout Hebrews to highlight what Christ has uniquely accomplished through his death. Because we have received forgiveness through Christ’s death, we live with sincere hearts by trusting in God’s promises and encouraging love and good works from each other.

11 Every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same sacrifices that can never take away sins. 12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, “he sat down at the right hand of God,” 13 and since then has been waiting “until his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.” 14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. 
[15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying, 16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds,” 17 he also adds, “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.]
19 Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
Reader: Word of God, word of life.              
                C: Thanks be to God. 
(Please rise as you are able.)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
                             ELW SETTING 10, PAGE 205

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 


Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.


Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.  
GOSPEL                                                                                    MARK 13:1-8
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 13th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.     
In the last week of his life, Jesus warned his disciples concerning trials that were to come upon them and upon the world. He exhorts the listener: Do not be alarmed.
1 As [Jesus] came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what large stones and what large buildings!” 2 Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.” 

3 When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked him privately, 4 “Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all these things are about to be accomplished?” 5 Then Jesus began to say to them, “Beware that no one leads you astray. 6 Many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. 7 When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. 8 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of the birth pangs.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.                                  C: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Please be seated.)
SERMON                                                             PASTOR CARL BALLARD 
(Please rise as you are able.)
HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                         ELW 785
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Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888
Music: VILLE DU HAVRE, Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876




AposTles’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,


who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,


born of the virgin Mary,


suffered under Pontius Pilate,


was crucified, died, and was buried;


he descended to the dead.


On the third day he rose again;


he ascended into heaven,


he is seated at the right hand of the Father,


and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,


the holy catholic church,


the communion of saints,


the forgiveness of sins,


the resurrection of the body,


and the life everlasting. Amen.

(Please be seated.)
THE PRAYERS
A: Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our neighbors, the church, and all of creation.
(A brief silence.)

A: O God, in the washing of water you set us free from the power of sin and death. Unite all the baptized in the covenant you have made with us, as we strive for your justice and peace in all the earth. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer. 
A: By your merciful might you sustain all creation. Stir us from complacency with the harm we inflict on the earth, and urge us to adopt sustainable ways of life that protect and restore our planet. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer. 
A: With a selfless power you protect all who take refuge in you. As nations rise against nations, defend all who are displaced or affected by war or violence. Empower all people and nations to pursue peace. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer. 
A: In your presence you give fullness of joy. Care for all for whom joy feels distant. Be present with persons experiencing depression, anxiety, addiction, or any mental illness. Bring them healing and wholeness. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer. 
A: Through the years you have gathered your church and this community for worship, fellowship, formation, and service. Enable us to look beyond the walls of our building to perceive where you are calling us forward. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer. 
A: With constant watchfulness, you give courage and protect those who protect us. Provide care and compassion for those who serve in our armed forces, especially Beth & Ryan, Jonathan, Jacob, Noah, Irene, and Alex. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer. 
A: With great compassion, you heal bodies, minds, and souls. We lift to you all who are bowed down with illness or sorrow and those who are undergoing transition in relationships, occupation, living situation, or health condition, especially Ahren, Carolyn, Craig & family, Dan, David, Doretta, Jim & Cheri, John, John, Jon, Jordan, Kay, Lawton, Lera & family, Liam, Linda, Lizzy, Marge, Mary, Pastor Sarah, Randy, Rick & Kathy, Sheri, Sheri, and Wanda. And all that we name now aloud and in our hearts. Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 
A: Through the centuries, you have guided your church’s leaders to proclaim your word. Speak through those who lead us now, especially, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth, our Synod Bishop Craig, and Pastor Carl. We ask that you be with their respective staffs as they live out their callings to serve. As we are called to be one, even as Jesus and the Father are one, be with the leaders and the congregation of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Allegan and all the churches in our community. Merciful God,  

C: receive our prayer. 
A: With thanksgiving we remember (Elizabeth of Hungary and all) saints and angels who delight in your everlasting presence. As their lives inspire ours, provoke us always to love, holding fast to the confession of our hope in you. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer. 
P: We offer our prayers to you, gracious God, trusting in your boundless love for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ our Savior.
C: Amen. 

GREETING OF PEACE
P:
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C:
And also with you.
(You are invited to share Christ’s peace with one another.) 

(Please be seated.) 
THE MEAL

OFFERING
                                                                               ELENE
OFFERTORY                                                                                   ELW 692
WE ARE AN OFFERING

We lift our voices,

We lift our hands,

We lift our lives up to you: 

We are an offering. 

Lord, use our voices,

Lord, use our hands, 

Lord, use our lives, they are yours:

We are an offering.

All that we have, 

                                               All that we are,

All that we hope to be,

We give to you, 

We give to you.

We lift our voices,

We lift our hands,

We lift our lives up to you: 

We are an offering, 

We are an offering. 
OFFERING PRAYER

A: Let us pray. Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, you offered yourself in love for the world, and in this meal you nourish us with your life. Fill us with your abundance, that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, trusting in your name.
C: Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.       
PROPER PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY                                                   ELW SETTING 10, Page 207

Holy, holy, holy Lord,


God of power and might,


heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 


Hosanna in the highest. 


Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 


Hosanna in the highest,


hosanna in the highest.  
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:


Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:


This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD'S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All who believe in the real presence of Christ in the bread and the wine (juice) are welcome to the table. Others may come forward for a blessing. If you prefer grape juice, please indicate this to the assisting minister.
When approaching the communion rail, come forward down the side aisle, kneel, if you are able, starting at the front of the communion rail (spot closest to the font) on your side and filling in toward the back. After receiving both the bread and the wine, you may return to your seat by the center aisle.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Behold, God is making all things new. Take your place in the new creation.
COMMUNION HYMN                                                                       ELW 496
(REFRAIN ONLY)
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P: The body of Christ, given for you.
C: Amen.
A: The blood of Christ, shed for you.
C: Amen.
(Please rise as you are able.)

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Let us pray. Faithful God, you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink in the body and blood of your Son. Now send us out to labor with you, in service to the world you have made, and among the people you have made your home, in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING 
P: The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out, ☩ bless you now and forever.
C:  Amen.
SENDING HYMN                                                                              ELW 723
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mouth be fed, for the world 1is a - bout to turn.
crushed by God, who 1is turn - ing the world a - round.
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My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your jus-tice burn.
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turn.

Wipe a-way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to

Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat
Music: STAR OF COUNTY DOWN, Irish traditional
Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.





DISMISSAL

A: Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
Announcements
· Sunday, November 24 – Annual Congregation Meeting @ 11am 
· Thursday, November 28 – Thanksgiving! [image: image7.jpg]



· Saturday, November 30 – Hanging of the Greens @ 9:30am 
· Advent Wreath Candle Lighter Reader Signup Sheet and Advent Devotionals are on the Red Table in the Entryway.
· Helpful Homeless Kits – the sheet is on the table coming into the sanctuary. Please put the items in the basket in the entryway. 
Recurring Events
· Every Sunday – Adult Bible Study @ 9am
· Monday, December 2 – Worship Committee Meeting @ 6:30pm
· Wednesday, December 11 – Women’s Bible Study @ 11am
· Thursday, December 19 – Council Meeting @ 7pm
Food Pantry Dates
· Wednesday, November 20, 5-6:30pm 

· Tuesday, November 26, 1-3pm 

· Wednesday, December 4, 5-6:30pm 

· Thursday, December 12, 1-3pm 
Volunteers for November 17                       Volunteers for November 24
Reader Sunday –  Volunteer                          Reader Sunday – Volunteer 
Assisting Minister – Kathy                              Assisting Minister – Kathy
November Birthday Celebrations
11/3 – Erick Cl.

11/7 – Traci Mo.

11/12 – Rick Kl.

11/16 – Maggie Lo.

11/20 – Marty Lo.

11/21 – Char Sm. 

11/27 – Garrett Ro.

11/29 – Paul Co. 
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