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25th Sunday after Pentecost 
November 10, 2024
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SAINT PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
3383 EAST LAKE LANSING ROAD
         EAST LANSING, MI 48823

         PHONE (517) 351-8541

 Pastor Carl E. Ballard

E-MAIL: pastor@stpaul-el.org
officemanager@stpaul-el.org
Visitors  WELCOME!  If this is your first time worshipping with us, please sign our guest registry just outside the sanctuary doors.  We hope you are blessed through worship today.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call the church at 351-8541.
Children are always welcome in worship! The choir room (off the sanctuary) can also be used as a cry room for younger children and includes a sound system so parents may continue to participate in the service. Clipboards with children's bulletins, activities and crayons are available for use during the service.

Sunday School is available during the worship service September-May except the last Sunday of the month.

Virtual Services We can provide a virtual live Zoom session during worship upon request.

This Bulletin is for your use during the service and to take home for the upcoming week. If you choose not to take it home, please place it in the recycle receptacle in the back.

Newsletters and Calendars of Upcoming Events are available in the lobby/narthex. We welcome anyone who has an interest in our small groups or activities!  You can also look us up on the web at www.stpaul-el.org.

Contacting Us:  Our Office Manager is Emily Polhamus. She can be reached by phone at 517-351-8541 or at her email address, officemanager@stpaul-el.org. Our Director of Music is Elene Kobulashvili.  You may leave a message at 517-351-8541. Pastor Carl can be reached at 517-515-3129, and his email address is cballard123@msn.com.
Holy Communion is available at most services. All who believe in the real presence of Christ in the bread and the wine are invited to celebrate Communion with us. Those who wish may come forward for a blessing.

You’re invited to share in fellowship after worship. We would love this opportunity to introduce you to the St. Paul community. 

P-Presiding Minister           A-Assisting Minister             C-Congregation

PRELUDE

                                                                    ELENE
INTRODUCTION
Widows are visible everywhere in today’s readings. Jesus denounces those scribes who pray impressive prayers but devour widows’ houses. He commends the poor widow who in his view gave far more than the major donors. Jesus doesn’t see her simply as an object of compassion or charity. She, like the widow of Zarephath who shares her last bit of food with Elijah, does something of great importance.
GATHERING

P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

(Please rise as you are able.)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our refuge, our delight, our beginning and our end.
C: Amen.

P: Let us come in truth before the one who loves us and has freed us from our sin.
(Silence for reflection)
P: Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
C: Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, we confess that sin has taken hold of us and we are complicit in its power. We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts cannot rest. Unbind us and set us free. Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, that we may live just and generous lives

for the good of your world and the care of our neighbors, following in the servant way of Jesus. Amen. 
P: These words are trustworthy and true: Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, swallowing up death forever. For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven

and God remembers your sin no more. Let your heart be glad again, and rejoice in your salvation.
C: Amen.
GATHERING SONG                                                                         ELW 880
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GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C:  And also with you. 
KYRIE                                                              ELW Setting 8, Page 184

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way.

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.


For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 



for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way.

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor;

that we may live out truth and justice and grace,

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way. 

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family;

for life and for love, for our work and our play,

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way. 

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word;

that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way. 

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                 ELW Setting 4, Page 149-150

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia.


Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,


whose blood set us free to be people of God.


Power and riches and wisdom and strength,


and honor and blessing and glory are his.


This is the feast of victory for our God. 


Alleluia.


Sing with all the people of God


and join in the hymn of all creation:


Blessing and honor and glory


and might be to God and the Lamb forever.


Amen.


This is the feast of victory for our God,

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.


Alleluia. Alleluia. 
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. O God, you show forth your almighty power chiefly by reaching out to us in mercy. Grant us the fullness of your grace, strengthen our trust in your promises, and bring all the world to share in the treasures that come through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen.                                                            
(Please be seated.)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
(Children may attend Sunday School.)
TRANSITION SONG                                                         ANCIENT WORDS
Ancient words ever true
Changing me, and changing you.

We have come with open hearts

Oh let the ancient words impart.

THE WORD
P: God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING                                                                 1 KINGS 17:8-16
This chapter begins the story of Elijah. God sends a drought on Israel because of the sins of King Ahab. This passage depicts God’s saving acts not only on behalf of Elijah, but also on behalf of those who are associated with the prophet, even a foreigner, the widow of Zarephath.

8 The word of the Lord came to [Elijah,] saying, 9 “Go now to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10 So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may drink.” 11 As she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” 12 But she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” 13 Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and your son. 14 For thus says the Lord the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the Lord sends rain on the earth.” 15 She went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for many days. 16 The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah.
Reader: Word of God, word of life.
                            C: Thanks be to God.   
PSALM                                                                                         PSALM 146
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down. (Ps. 146:8)

1 Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, O my soul!

 2 I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
3 Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help.

 4 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day their thoughts perish.
5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the Lord their God;

 6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps promises forever;
7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. The Lord sets the captive free.

 8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous.
9 The Lord cares for the stranger; the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.

 10 The Lord shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 
SECOND READING                                                        HEBREWS 9:24-28
The letter to the Hebrews describes Christ as a high priest who offers himself as a sacrifice for our sin. Christ does not die again and again each year. He died once, is alive with God, and will reveal himself on the last day.
24 Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true one, but he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 25 Nor was it to offer himself again and again, as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year with blood that is not his own; 26 for then he would have had to suffer again and again since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once, and after that the judgment, 28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.
Reader: Word of God, word of life.              
                C: Thanks be to God. 
(Please rise as you are able.)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
                               ELW SETTING 8, PAGE 188

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 


Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia.


Alleluia, alleluia. 
GOSPEL                                                                                MARK 12:38-44
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 12th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.                                                           
After engaging in a series of public arguments with religious leaders in the temple, Jesus contrasts the proud and oppressive ways of those leaders with the sacrificial humility and poverty of the widow.

38 As [Jesus] taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39 and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets! 40 They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” 41 He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. 42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. 43 Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 44 For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.                                  C: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Please be seated.)
SERMON                                                                         Pastor Carl Ballard  
(Please rise as you are able.)
HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                         ELW 583
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,


who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,


born of the virgin Mary,


suffered under Pontius Pilate,


was crucified, died, and was buried;


he ascended to the dead.


On the third day he rose again;


he ascended into heaven,


he is seated at the right hand of the Father,


and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,


the holy catholic church,


the communion of saints,


the forgiveness of sins,


the resurrection of the body, 


and the life everlasting. Amen. 

(Please be seated.)
THE PRAYERS
A: Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our neighbors, the church, and all of creation.
(A brief silence.)

A: Renew your church, O God. Make us servants to one another for the sake of the gospel. Instill a heart for service and a passion for justice in our bishops, deacons, pastors, and lay leaders. Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 
A: Renew your creation, O God. Sustain the earth and seas and all that is in them. Kindle in us a reverent awe for all creatures great and small, and strengthen us in our pursuit of climate justice. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer. 
A: Renew the nations, O God. Heal our nation’s veterans from the unseen wounds of war. Tend to their trauma and soothe burdened consciences. Guide leaders of the world to end conflicts and pursue peace. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer. 
A: Renew your people, O God. Protect those in our communities who are vulnerable or ill. Accompany persons who are unemployed or underemployed, children who are in foster care, and those who live alone. Watch over and uphold them. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer. 
A: Renew this congregation, O God. Give us clarity in our mission and boldness in our witness. Bless our ministries that attend to basic needs of any who lack sufficient resources, that all may live with dignity. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer. 
A: Protecting God, we pray for all those who serve in our armed forces. Provide them your care and compassion. We especially ask that you watch over Beth & Ryan, Jonathan, Jacob, Noah, Irene, and Alex. Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 
A: Comforting God, be with all who are sick, suffering, or grieving in our own community and beyond, especially Ahren, Carolyn, Craig & family, Dan, David, Doretta, Jim & Cheri, John, John, Jon, Jordan, Kay, Lawton, Lera & family, Liam, Linda, Lizzy, Marge, Mary, Pastor Sarah, Randy, Rick & Kathy, Sheri, Sheri, and Wanda. Surround them with the promise of your love, comfort, and grace that never ends. Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 
A: Guiding God, we pray for our church’s leaders, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth, our Synod Bishop Craig, and Pastor Carl. We ask that you be with their respective staffs as they live out their callings to serve. As we are called to be one, even as Jesus and the Father are one, be with the leaders and the congregation of Feast of Victory Lutheran Church in Acme and all the churches in our community. Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 
A: Happy are those whose help was in you. We give thanks for all your faithful ones who praised you as their God all their life long. As we eagerly wait for you, inspire us by their lives of service. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer. 
P: We offer our prayers to you, gracious God, trusting in your boundless love for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ our Savior.
C: Amen. 
GREETING OF PEACE
P:
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C:
And also with you.
(You are invited to share Christ’s peace with one another.) 

(Please be seated.) 
THE MEAL

OFFERING
                                                                                         ELENE 
OFFERTORY                                                                                   ELW 692
WE ARE AN OFFERING

We lift our voices,

We lift our hands,

We lift our lives up to you: 

We are an offering. 

Lord, use our voices,

Lord, use our hands, 

Lord, use our lives, they are yours:

We are an offering. 

All that we have, 

All that we are,

All that we hope to be,

We give to you, 

We give to you.

We lift our voices,

We lift our hands,

We lift our lives up to you: 

We are an offering, 

We are an offering. 
OFFERING PRAYER

A: Let us pray. Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, you offered yourself in love for the world, and in this meal you nourish us with your life. Fill us with your abundance, that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger,

trusting in your name.
C: Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.       
PROPER PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
HOLY, HOLY                                                     ELW SETTING 8, Page 190

Holy, holy, holy Lord,


God of power and might,


heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of your glory.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 


Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 


Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:


Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:


This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD'S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All who believe in the real presence of Christ in the bread and the wine (juice) are welcome to the table. Others may come forward for a blessing. If you prefer grape juice, please indicate this to the assisting minister.     
When approaching the communion rail, come forward down the side aisle, kneel, if you are able, starting at the front of the communion rail (spot closest to the font) on your side and filling in toward the back. After receiving both the bread and the wine, you may return to your seat by the center aisle.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Behold, God is making all things new. Take your place in the new creation.
COMMUNION HYMN                                                                       ELW 496
(REFRAIN ONLY)
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P: The body of Christ, given for you.
C: Amen.
A: The blood of Christ, shed for you.
C: Amen.
(Please rise as you are able.)

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION     
P: Let us pray. Faithful God, you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink in the body and blood of your Son. Now send us out to labor with you, in service to the world you have made, and among the people you have made your home, in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING 
P: The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out, ☩ bless you now and forever.
C:  Amen.
SENDING HYMN                                                                              ELW 439
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DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
Announcements
· REMINDER! Please check the hard copy of the church directory that is on the card table in the foyer: your information, birthdays, and anniversaries. Thank you!

· Tuesday, November 12 – Food Pantry Meeting @ 11am

· Sunday, November 24 – Annual Congregation Meeting @ 11am

· Thursday, November 28 – Thanksgiving! [image: image6.jpg]



· Saturday, November 30 – Hanging of the Greens @ 9:30AM 
Recurring Events
· Every Sunday – Adult Bible Study @ 9am
· Monday, December 2 – Worship Committee Meeting @ 6:30pm
· Wednesday, November 13 – Women’s Bible Study @ 11am 
· Thursday, November 14 – Council Meeting @ 7pm 
Food Pantry Dates
· Thursday, November 14, 1-3pm

· Wednesday, November 20, 5-6:30pm

· Tuesday, November 26, 1-3pm 

· Wednesday, December 4, 5-6:30pm 
Volunteers for November 10                     Volunteers for November 17
Reader – Volunteer                                      Reader  – Volunteer
Assisting Minister – Kathy                            Assisting Minister – Kathy
November Birthday Celebrations
11/3 – Erick Cl.

11/7 – Traci Mo.

11/12 – Rick Kl. 

11/16 – Maggie Lo.

11/20 – Marty Lo.

11/21 – Char Sm.

11/27 – Garrett Ro.

11/29 – Paul Co.
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