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All Saints Sunday 

November 3, 2024
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SAINT PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
3383 EAST LAKE LANSING ROAD
         EAST LANSING, MI 48823

         PHONE (517) 351-8541
 Pastor Carl E. Ballard

E-MAIL: pastor@stpaul-el.org
officemanager@stpaul-el.org
Visitors  WELCOME!  If this is your first time worshipping with us, please sign our guest registry just outside the sanctuary doors.  We hope you are blessed through worship today.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call the church at 351-8541.
Children are always welcome in worship! The choir room (off the sanctuary) can also be used as a cry room for younger children and includes a sound system so parents may continue to participate in the service. Clipboards with children's bulletins, activities and crayons are available for use during the service.

Sunday School is available during the worship service September-May except the last Sunday of the month.

Virtual Services We can provide a virtual live Zoom session during worship upon request.

This Bulletin is for your use during the service and to take home for the upcoming week. If you choose not to take it home, please place it in the recycle receptacle in the back.

Newsletters and Calendars of Upcoming Events are available in the lobby/narthex. We welcome anyone who has an interest in our small groups or activities!  You can also look us up on the web at www.stpaul-el.org.

Contacting Us:  Our Office Manager is Emily Polhamus. She can be reached by phone at 517-351-8541 or at her email address, officemanager@stpaul-el.org. Our Director of Music is Elene Kobulashvili.  You may leave a message at 517-351-8541. Pastor Carl can be reached at 517-515-3129, and his email address is cballard123@msn.com.
Holy Communion is available at most services. All who believe in the real presence of Christ in the bread and the wine are invited to celebrate Communion with us. Those who wish may come forward for a blessing.

You’re invited to share in fellowship after worship. We would love this opportunity to introduce you to the St. Paul community.

P-Presiding Minister           A-Assisting Minister             C-Congregation

PRELUDE

                                                                    ELENE 
INTRODUCTION
Of all three years of the lectionary cycle, this year’s All Saints readings have the most tears. Isaiah and Revelation look forward to the day when God will wipe away all tears; in John’s gospel, Jesus weeps along with Mary and all the gathered mourners before he demonstrates his power over death. On All Saints Day we celebrate the victory won for all the faithful dead, but we grieve for our beloved dead as well, knowing that God honors our tears. We bring our grief to the table and find there a foretaste of Isaiah’s feast to come.
GATHERING

P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

(Please rise as you are able.)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our refuge, our delight, our beginning and our end. 
C: Amen.

P: Let us come in truth before the one who loves us and has freed us from our sin. 
(Silence for reflection)
P: Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
C: we confess that sin has taken hold of us and we are complicit in its power. We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts cannot rest. Unbind us and set us free. Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, that we may live just and generous lives for the good of your world and the care of our neighbors, following in the servant way of Jesus. Amen.
P: These words are trustworthy and true: Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, swallowing up death forever. For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven

and God remembers your sin no more. Let your heart be glad again, and rejoice in your salvation.
C: Amen.
GATHERING SONG                                                                         ACS 950
[image: image2.png]Oh, When the Saints Go Marching In

A

ﬁ i\ | | | | i | |
S Li —2 Li_g_g:
1 Oh, when the saints go march-ing in, oh, when the
2 Oh, when the Lord in glo - ry comes, oh, when the
3 Oh, when the new world is re - vealed, oh, when the
4 Oh, when they gath - er round the  throne, oh, when they
5 And on that hal - le - lu - jah day, and on that
: o—pr £ £ —r £ —f
e e =
4  — i L I 1 I 1 —  —
 — . . — —
[ S e S Y B B [ S
saints go march - ing in, O Lord, I want to be in that
Lord in glo - ry  comes, O Lord, I want to be in that
new world is re - vealed, O Lord, I want to be in that
gath - er round the throne, O Lord, I want to be in that
hal - le - lu - jah day, O Lord, I want to be in that
s o , P
} - e i S =
I
4  m—

| |
n ” A }

A—H—D I I i I j i 7 T n
=3 —5 3 ;
num - ber when the saints go march - ing in.

num - ber when the Lord in glo - ry comes
num - ber when the new world s re - vealed
num-ber when they gath - er round the throne
num- ber on that hal - le - lu - jah day.
I’? i 1
Ora—bF f—f F F 8 £ dg b =

Text: African American spiritual

"

Music: WHEN THE SAINTS, African American spiritual; arr. hymnal version

Arr. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.




GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C:  And also with you. 
KYRIE                                                            ELW Setting 10, Page 203

Have mercy on us, Lord,


and hear our solemn prayer. 


We come to hear your living word;


it saves us from despair. 


Have mercy on us, Christ,


and wash away our sin. 


Pour out your grace and make us whole


that new life may begin. 


Have mercy on us, Lord;


make sin and shame depart.


Renew us with your saving pow’r;


create in us new hearts! 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                 ELW Setting 4, Page 149-150

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia.


Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,


whose blood set us free to be people of God.


Power and riches and wisdom and strength,


and honor and blessing and glory are his.


This is the feast of victory for our God. 


Alleluia.


Sing with all the people of God


and join in the hymn of all creation:


Blessing and honor and glory


and might be to God and the Lamb forever.


Amen.


This is the feast of victory for our God,

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.


Alleluia. Alleluia. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.                                                            
(Please be seated.)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
(Children are invited to Sunday School.) 
TRANSITION SONG                                                         ANCIENT WORDS
Ancient words ever true

Changing me, and changing you.

We have come with open hearts

Oh let the ancient words impart.                
THE WORD
P: God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING                                                                     ISAIAH 25:6-9
Isaiah sees a vision of the end of days, when God will gather all people on God’s holy mountain and will prepare for them a rich feast. At this banquet God will wipe the tears from all eyes. And there will be no more sorrow, for God will destroy death itself.

6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 7 And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; 8 he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. 9 It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
Reader: Word of God, word of life.
                            C: Thanks be to God.   
PSALM                                                                                           PSALM 24
They shall receive blessing from the God of their salvation. (Ps. 24:5)

1 The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world and those who dwell therein.

 2 For the Lord has founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers. 

3 Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord, and who may stand in God’s holy place?

 4 Those of innocent hands and purity of heart, who do not swear on God’s being, nor do they pledge by what is false.

5 They shall receive blessing from the Lord and righteousness from the God of their salvation.

 6 Such is the generation of those who seek you, O Lord, of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob. 

7 Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O everlasting doors, that the King of glory may come in.

 8 Who is this King of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle!

9 Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O everlasting doors, that the King of glory may come in.

 10 Who is this King of glory? Truly, the Lord of hosts is the King of glory.
SECOND READING                                                   REVELATION 21:1-6a
Here is a vision of the new heaven and new earth in which God resides fully with God’s people so that mourning, despair, and pain have been eradicated. These renewing words from the God who spans all of time are trustworthy and true.

1 I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,

“See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; 4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6a Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.”
Reader: Word of God, word of life.              
                C: Thanks be to God. 
(Please rise as you are able.)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
                             ELW SETTING 10, PAGE 205

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 


Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.


Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.  
GOSPEL                                                                                 JOHN 11:32-44
P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 11th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.     
Through the raising of Lazarus, Jesus offers the world a vision of the life to come, when death and weeping will be no more.
32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.                                  C: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Please be seated.)
SERMON                                                             PASTOR CARL BALLARD 
(Please rise as you are able.)
HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                         ELW 423
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AposTles’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,


who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,


born of the virgin Mary,


suffered under Pontius Pilate,


was crucified, died, and was buried;


he descended to the dead.


On the third day he rose again;


he ascended into heaven,


he is seated at the right hand of the Father,


and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,


the holy catholic church,


the communion of saints,


the forgiveness of sins,


the resurrection of the body,


and the life everlasting. Amen.

(Please be seated.)
THE PRAYERS
A: Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our neighbors, the church, and all of creation.
(A brief silence.)

A: O God of resurrection, you call us by name and raise us to life. Rouse your church from slumber. Where we have held back in fear or shame, unbind us. Embolden us in our proclamation of your good news, that all may know abundant life. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer. 
A: O God of creation, you have founded your world on rivers and seas. Preserve fresh water sources and the creatures who call them home. Heal places of pollution and nourish places of drought. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer. 
A: O God of the earth, you reign over all nations and peoples. Inspire us with wisdom and discernment as we elect legislators and leaders. May they govern with justice and uphold the dignity of all people. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer. 
A: O God of heaven, you make your home among mortals. Come alongside those who weep this day. Befriend all who are lonely, encourage those in despair, and heal any who are suffering. Abide with your faithful ones in love. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer. 
A: O God who serves, you set before us a feast of rich food. Sustain our ministries of fellowship and hospitality. Strengthen the hands and hearts of all who prepare and serve food for our nourishment. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer. 
A: O God of safekeeping, we pray for those who strive to protect our nation. Provide care and compassion for those who serve in our armed forces, especially Beth & Ryan, Jonathan, Jacob, Noah, Irene, and Alex. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer. 
A: O God of compassion, we pray for those who are bowed down with illness or sorrow and those who are undergoing transition in relationships, occupation, living situation, or health condition, especially Ahren, Carolyn, Craig & family, Dan, David, Doretta, Jim & Cheri, John, John, Jon, Jordan, Kay, Lawton, Lera & family, Liam, Linda, Lizzy, Marge, Mary, Pastor Sarah, Randy, Rick & Kathy, Sheri, Sheri, and Wanda. And all that we name now aloud and in our hearts. Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 
A: O God of Guidance, we pray for our church’s leaders, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth, our Synod Bishop Craig, and Pastor Carl. We ask that you be with their respective staffs as they live out their callings to serve. As we are called to be one, even as Jesus and the Father are one, be with the leaders and the congregation of Christ the King Lutheran Church in Gladwin, and the congregation of Christ Lutheran Church in Wyoming and all the churches in our community. Merciful God,  

C: receive our prayer. 
A: O God, Alpha and Omega, we give thanks for your faithful ones who are now at peace with you With all your saints, we praise you, for you have swallowed up death forever. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer. 
P: We offer our prayers to you, gracious God, trusting in your boundless love for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ our Savior.
C: Amen. 

GREETING OF PEACE
P:
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C:
And also with you.
(You are invited to share Christ’s peace with one another.) 

(Please be seated.) 
THE MEAL

OFFERING
                                                                               ELENE
OFFERTORY                                                                                   ELW 692
WE ARE AN OFFERING

We lift our voices,

We lift our hands,

We lift our lives up to you: 

We are an offering. 

Lord, use our voices,

Lord, use our hands, 

Lord, use our lives, they are yours:

We are an offering. 

All that we have, 

                                               All that we are,

All that we hope to be,

We give to you, 

We give to you.

We lift our voices,

We lift our hands,

We lift our lives up to you: 

We are an offering, 

We are an offering. 
OFFERING PRAYER

A: Let us pray. Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, you offered yourself in love for the world, and in this meal you nourish us with your life. Fill us with your abundance, that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, trusting in your name.
C: Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.       
PROPER PREFACE

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the witness of your saints you show us the hope of our calling and strengthen us to run the race set before us, that we may delight in your mercy and rejoice with them in glory. And so, with all the saints, with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY                                                   ELW SETTING 10, Page 207

Holy, holy, holy Lord,


God of power and might,


heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 


Hosanna in the highest. 


Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 


Hosanna in the highest,


hosanna in the highest.  
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:


Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:


This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD'S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All who believe in the real presence of Christ in the bread and the wine (juice) are welcome to the table. Others may come forward for a blessing. If you prefer grape juice, please indicate this to the assisting minister.
When approaching the communion rail, come forward down the side aisle, kneel, if you are able, starting at the front of the communion rail (spot closest to the font) on your side and filling in toward the back. After receiving both the bread and the wine, you may return to your seat by the center aisle.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Behold, God is making all things new. Take your place in the new creation.
COMMUNION HYMN                                                                       ELW 496
(REFRAIN ONLY)
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P: The body of Christ, given for you.
C: Amen.
A: The blood of Christ, shed for you.
C: Amen.
(Please rise as you are able.)

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Let us pray. Faithful God, you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink in the body and blood of your Son. Now send us out to labor with you, in service to the world you have made, and among the people you have made your home, in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING 
P: The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out, ☩ bless you now and forever.
C:  Amen.
SENDING HYMN                                                                              ELW 428
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DISMISSAL

A: Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
Announcements
· Reminder! Please check the hard copy of the church directory that is on the card table in the foyer: your information, birthdays, and anniversaries. Thank you!
· Tuesday, November 5 – Election Day @ 7am – 8pm

· Wednesday, November 12 – Food Pantry Meeting @ 11am  

· Sunday, November 24 – Annual Congregation Meeting @ 11am 
· Thursday, November 28 – Thanksgiving! [image: image6.jpg]



Recurring Events
· Every Sunday – Adult Bible Study @ 9am
· Monday, November 4 – Worship Committee Meeting @ 6:30pm
· Wednesday, November 13 – Women’s Bible Study @ 11am
· Thursday, November 14 – Council Meeting @ 7pm
Food Pantry Dates
· Wednesday, November 6, 5-6:30pm

· Thursday, November 14, 1-3pm 

· Wednesday, November 20, 5-6:30pm 

· Tuesday, November 26, 1-3pm 
Volunteers for November 3                         Volunteers for November 10
Reader Sunday –  Volunteer                          Reader Sunday – Volunteer 
Assisting Minister – Kathy                              Assisting Minister – Kathy
November Birthday Celebrations
11/3 – Erick Cl.

11/7 – Traci Mo.

11/12 – Rick Kl.

11/16 – Maggie Lo.

11/20 – Marty Lo.

11/21 – Char Sm. 

11/27 – Garrett Ro.

11/29 – Paul Co. 
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