St. Paul Lutheran Church, East Lansing, Ml April 2010

Easter comes and brings with it a new sense of life and vitality. It is such
a blessing to again see the sunshine, feel it's warmth, and hear the birds
making their racket in the morning. But the true blessing is that
throughout the year we can come to our Lord to receive forgiveness and
mercy, grace and love. Every Sunday is an Easter celebration year round.
Wouldn't it be great if we realized this blessing on a week by week basis.
Holy Week and Easter are a blessed time when we celebrate our Lord's
resurrection and hope you will join together with the rest of us.

0 Maundy Thursday, April 2" -- the celebration of the Last Supper
at 7:00 PM.

0  Good Friday, April 1% — | will be preaching at University Lutheran
Church at 1:25 PM for the 3 hour Lutheran Last Words of Christ
Service that begins at noon.

And here at St. Paul we will have our Tenebrae - Service of
Shadows, music and lessons at 7:00 PM.

o Festival of the Resurrection, Easter Sunday, April 4" at 8:30 AM
& 11:00 AM with a pancake breakfast between services followed
by an Easter egg hunt for the younger children.

| know this is dangerous to do, because so many do so much. | want to
say a few “thank yous” to some of our people here at church, many have
been blessings to me. First to Julie Anderson. You may know that for
nearly four and a half years Julie has been our Office Manager. She has
been offered a full-time job with the Ingham County Health Department
and has accepted. Congrats, Julie! We will miss her greatly. She has
done so much to welcome and support the social ministry of our
congregation whether through IMAGE or the Food Pantry as well as
trying to keep me somewhat organized. That may be the tougher job. She
will remain teaching Sunday School for which we are grateful. She begins
her new job on April 1%, so please give thanks to her for all she has done
when you get the opportunity.



| also wish to give thanks to Chuck Nelson for both his work as former
President and in getting the property sold behind the church. It was a long
process, but he led us and it was accomplished. Thanks Chuck. Another
that has helped me a lot recently has been Bob Smith. He wrote the
meditations for the Lenten services and has filled in at the piano at
several of the Wednesday night services. His work on the Worship
Committee with the survey and organization of the Children's Sermon
presenters is also greatly appreciated. | know there are a lot of others
who should be thanked. | hope | haven't offended in thanking just these
few.

Others to thank have been all who have helped keep me out of jail by
helping me raise bail money for the Muscular Dystrophy Association. |
decided to do this this year because | was made aware recently of
research they have been doing into treatments for my disease. | don't
know if there will be any benefit to me personally, but hopefully to those
children and young people who still have much life ahead of them if this
works. At the time of this writing we are 2/3 of the way to my $1,000 goal.
Thanks much.

Finally, | want to invite you to participate in: Judaism & Christianity 101

Why do Jewish holidays begin in the evening? Was Jesus really born on
Christmas? What language do Jews pray in? Why do some Christians
pray on Saturday evenings and others on Sunday mornings (or both)?
Are there special clothes that are worn for Jewish or Christian worship
services? What are the three most important Jewish holidays? Do
Christians have holidays other than Christmas and Easter?

Please join me and Rabbi Amy Bigman of Congregation Shaarey Zedek
as we discuss Jewish and Christian holidays and worship styles on
Wednesday evenings, April 14 & 21, at 7:00 PM. We will meet at
Congregation Shaarey Zedek (1924 Coolidge Road) on April 14™ and at
St. Paul Lutheran Church (3383 Lake Lansing Road) on April 21%. There
is no cost to attend and you get the chance to meet neighbors and friends
and learn more about each others faith. It will be an enjoyable learning
time. Have a Blessed Easter!
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11 Classical guitar concert by Russell Nebelung @ 3pm
14 Judaism 101, 7pm @ Shaarey Zedek

18 Fundraiser for World Hunger for the Synod Assembly
21 Christianity 101, 7pm @ St. Paul

Jesus Seminar On the Road:
“Competing Early Christian Voices — The Contest for Authority”

The last several years | have participated in the Jesus Seminar
On the Road that is held at People's Church here in East Lansing. | want
to share the information with members of Saint Paul's. Milton C.
Moreland and Ruben Dupertuis are the speakers for the April 9 and 10
Jesus Seminar on the Road program, “Competing Early Christian Voices
— The Contest for Authority.” In the light of discoveries of early Christian
documents in the last 150 years, scholars have a new emerging picture
of events in the early years of the Christian communities. Disputes within
early Christianity will be examined, including “everything from sex,
marriage, and the role of women, to questions about how to be saved
and what the kingdom of God is.” A second topic will look at Jesus’
death and resurrection and why it is central to some early Christian
communities and absent from others. Finally, the roles and leadership of
women in the early communities will be explored in the context of how
Christianity began.




Dr. Moreland is the Associate Professor of Religious Studies and
Chair of the Program in Archaeology at Rhodes College in Memphis,
Tennessee. He is the Archaeology Senior Staff & Area Supervisor for the
ongoing excavation at Sepphoris in Galilee. His special interest is how
archaeology has shaped our present reconstructions of past societies,
and the theories that archaeologists use to interpret their data. He has
also co-directed a project on the “James Ossuary” that has sought to
explain the scholarly, commercial, and religious aspects of the recent
phenomena related to this burial box and the media coverage it received.

Dr. Dupertuis is the Assistant Professor of Religion at Trinity
University in San Antonio, Texas. He is the Co-Chair of the Ancient
Fiction and Early Christian and Jewish Narrative Group and a member of
the steering committee for the Bible and American Popular Culture
Group, both of the Society of Biblical Literature. He is not new to
Michigan as he obtained his undergraduate degree from the University of
Michigan.

Registration is at www.westarinstitute.org or forms are available
at the church office. Pre-registration by March 26 is $60 for the entire
event. After March 26 the cost is $75. Single session prices are $20 for
Friday evening, and $30 for each session on Saturday. If anyone has a
guestion you may contact Mike Swartz from People's Church at (517)
340-1658 or Pastor Rich Moe at (517) 351-8541.

ounday fchool News I

There will be NO Sunday School on April 4" - Easter Sunday. The high
school and confirmation students will be serving breakfast that day so
everyone should plan on having a hearty meal between services. The
little ones are invited to the annual Easter Egg Hunt at 10:35. We are

planning to hide Easter eggs outside, weather permitting.

April 11™ - we will begin our last unit of Akaloo called Embracing the
World.

The last day of Sunday School for this year is May 16",
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WINTER CALENDAR
ST. PAUL YOUTH GROUP
7-12 GRADES

Youth Advisors: Mike Feldpausch, Megan Nyquist, ad
Lynne Fortune

Sun, Apr 4 Service Event:; Annual Easter Pancakalgast;
Donations to benefit Youth Group Fund.

Sun, Apr 18 Service Event: Good News Sunday! Bingpur
good news articles during the month of Aprilvgto
Youth Group Leaders). Services will be coordinated
by the High School Youth Group.

If you use a Meijer credit card, cash or a
° o0 debit card to make purchases at Meijer,
Xfmeller please consider signing up. You can
community ’ register at 1-800-962-7011. Our code is
rewards” 606113. Thank you to those of you who
already participate. If you have any
guestions, please contact Julie Anderson
@ 332-5816.



Treasurer's Report
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Through February, expenses have exceeded income by only $1000.
Typically January, February, and March are the highest months for
expenses due to high heating bills and snowplowing costs. The Finance
Committee has met with our Thrivent representative and it has been
recommended that we place our money from the sale of the property
behind the church, $38,811.65, into a Limited Maturity Bond Fund.

Submitted by Donna Grooms

ACTION FOR LSSM COLLECTION FOR
APRIL-JUNE IS T-SHIRTS

The foster care program at Lutheran Social Services is in
need of t-shirts. Please place them in the blue bin in the
coat area. If you have any questions please contact
Julie Anderson @ 332-5816.
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The Ingham County Chapter of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
has received a grant for a Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity
home. This is the fifth year we have been privileged to receive such a
grant. Instead of constructing a new home, the build will be a “rehab” of
the house at 226 Horton St., Lansing. Horton crosses Michigan and the
house is located on the north side of Michigan between Marshall and
Clemens.

As expected, the house requires a lot of work. It is currently a
duplex and Habitat would like to return the house to being a single family
home. An addition needs to be removed and the interior of the house will
be gutted. A new roof is needed, but the pitch is steep and we are
looking for a gift in kind from a roofer. Some of the work to be done is
demolition, new wall construction, drywall, painting, siding, and building a
shed. A start date of June 3 has been selected because lead abatement
work by professionals will occur first and can take a long time. A picture
of the home is posted at the Thrivent Builds display in the narthex at
church.

Thrivent is paying for 65% of the build with Habitat covering 25%
and local Lutheran churches 10% or $5,925. Donations are welcome
and checks should be made out to University Lutheran Church with
Thrivent Builds with Habitat on the memo line. Gifts in kind are also
being sought for the build and count towards the 10%. Examples of gifts
in kind include:

labor — electrical, plumbing, HVAC, excavation, roofing,
drywall finishing, concrete pouring or cutting

supplies — cabinets, gutters, trusses, insulation, furnace,
drywall, doors, flooring, light fixtures, sinks, plumbing fixtures,
ceiling fans, etc.

tools — hammers, paint rollers and skins, storage shed or
trailer, dumpster, power drills, etc.

For more information,
contact Barb Kissling,

517-349-0188.
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WANTED: Furniture, large and small appliances, beds, mattresses and
the kitchen sink; plus any leftover items from garage sales and estate
sales. Call the Action Thrift Store for pick-up options, 755-3333. Receive
a Gift-in-Kind tax deduction form for your donations.

HELP WANTED: The Action Thrift Store is seeking teams of volunteers
from area churches willing to donate one day a month to help receive,
sort, price, and cashier at the store. Join volunteers from around the
state assisting with this Action Ministry for Lutheran Social Services of
Michigan. Call Jean @755-3333.

Action Thrift Store
2114 N. Michigan Ave.
Saginaw, M| 48602
989-755-3333



LSSM/ACTION QUILT PROJECT FUNDRAISER

The LSSM/Action quilt project (St. Paul Quilt Ladies) makes quilts for
homeless shelters and shelters for abused women and children. The
group is headed by Betty Velat and Marilyn Mook. The group has run
short of money to complete the quilts. A 15-yard bolt of backing is $5 per
yard, and makes 8 quilts. A 40-yard bolt of batting costs $11 per yard
and makes 21 quilts.

We are offering you the "opportunity” to help us in this ministry by selling
"opportunities” to win a queen-size, one-of-a-kind quilt made by Marilyn
Mook. The "opportunities" will be available on April 25, May 2 and May 9,
before and after both services. Six "opportunities” for $5. The drawing
will be held after the second service on Mother's Day.

Of course, you may contribute money without participating in the
drawing. We also accept fabric, 100% cotton preferred. We make use
of nearly every square inch of fabric we get. Doesn't have to be new
fabric. Fabric is accepted any time, including the three Sundays.

Thank you in advance for assisting in this important
ministry.

Marilyn Mook for the St. Paul Quilt Ladies
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Kitchen tips for saving water, energy...and your Earthkeeping Ministry

plumbing:

If you use a dishwasher . You can save up to 37 percent more water
than if you did the dishes by hand (using a continuous stream of water),
according to a study from the California Energy Commission. That is, if
you follow these rules: Only use a washer that is less than 10 years old,;
turn off the heat-drying option; run it only when it's full; and don'’t pre-rinse
in the sink.



Don't dump grease. Most people know better than to dump bacon
grease down the drain, but in fact any fat—even seemingly innocent ones
like olive oil—can damage your pipes, the sewer system, and the
environment. Sure, you may wash your cooking grease down the drain
with plenty of soap, but it will inevitably cool and harden. Over time,
grease buildup can block your pipes and cause sewage to back up into
your home (or someone else’s). Wait until your pans cool a bit, then pour
any excess fats into a disposable container and throw it in the trash once
you've filled it.

Source - Christy Harrison, “Counter — Measures : Ten ways to
green your kitchen,” www.chow.com.

RECYCLING PLASTICS : Last month we reported that the MSU
Recycling Center now accepts all plastics, number 1-7  (as marked on
the bottom of most plastic containers). It's helpful to know that #1-2 go
into the same gigantic bin, and #3-7 all go together into another, so you
don’t need to separate the items into all 7 categories by number. The
numbers 3-7 include plant pots, pill bottles, yogurt & cottage cheese
containers, many “disposable” plastic plates, fast-food carry-out
containers, etc.... items that are not accepted for curbside recycling. The
MSU Recycling Center is located just off Farm Lane, immediately south
of Service Road, and is easy to get to on the weekends.

Submitted by Barb Paff

Location: 5151 Marsh Rd, Municipal Building parking lot/Central Park
pavilion.

This year's recyclable items include hard cover and paperback books,
document shredding, Styrofoam, large metal (e.qg. refrigerators, washers,
sinks, microwaves), bicycles, and old medicines.

They will not be taking plastics, cardboard or boxboard this year, but they
can be recycled at other locations.

For more information, including how to separate your recyclables, you

can visit the website at http://www.re-news.net/meridian/news/meri-
event.htm or look in your Spring-Summer 2010 Meridian Township Parks

& Recreation guide.

The Green Team would love to hear from you.
Contact Lindsay Cramer, Marilyn Mook, Inga Opp or Barb Paff.







APRIL READINGS
Sunday, April 4

Resurrection of Our Lord, Easter Day
Acts 10:34-43
1 Corinthians 15:19-26
Luke 24:1-12

Sunday, April 11 Sunday, April 18
Second Sunday of Easter Third S unday of Easter
Acts 5:27-32 Acts 9:1-6 [7-20]
Revelation 1:4-8 Revelation 5:11-14
John 20:19-31 John 21:1-19

Sunday, April 25
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:36-43
Revelation 7:9-17
John 10:22-30

Russell Nebelung, Classical Guitarist
Sunday, April 11th at 3:00 pm at St. Paul

Performance pieces will include:

Amazing Grace, Ave Maria, Cavatina (Theme from The Deer Hunter),
Greensleeves, & Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring

Thank you, thank you, thank you... for all the help with the
Lenten soup suppers.

We had wonderful attendance this year averaging 20 or more
people each week.

Thanks to Kathy Klingensmith, Char Smith, Marilyn Mook, Barb
Paff, Anne Smith, Kay Meints, & Pat Cramer for providing soup and
bread.

Thanks also to those who helped with setup and clean up.

Thanks to Anne Smith & Char Smith for taking over for me the
last week while we were out of town.

This is an enjoyable task that | love doing.
See you next year--with more cornbread Terry.

Pat Reynolds






Please help us maintain a meaninaful praver list by
us up to date on vour praver requests.

keepina

You may use a St. Paul Prayer Request Card to add someone or to
remove or update the info of someone you have on the list.
(The cards are on the ledge in the narthex.) You can also email or phone
the office at officemanager@stpaul-el.org or 351-8541.

Due to the length of the list, we are now printing

once a month for those who would like more informat

those we are praying for.

a copy of the list

ion regarding

(The list can be found in the top spot of the literature rack in the narthex.)
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St. Paul Lutheran Church Fourth Friday Friends Cale  ndar for 2010
Date Time | Hosts Activity lLocation
April 23 6:30 | Andersons Pot-luck/ STP
Games Fellowship
Hall
May 28 6:30 | Reynolds Pot-luck/ Reynolds'
Games Home
June 25 5:00 | Church Ladies Il | Cornwell's Turkeyville
Dinner
Theatre
July 23 7:00 | +Trinity Lutheran | LugNuts/ Oldsmobile
Fireworks Park
August 27 6:30 | Wilsons Pot-luck/ Wilson's/
Games Perry
September 24 | 6:30 | Pr. Rich & Barb Pot-luck/ Moe-Paff's
Games
October 22 6:30 | Hartwigs Pot-luck/ Hartwig's
Games/
Costumes?
November 26 ? ? ?
December ?? ? ? ?
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01 Megan Verhougstraete

06 Dorothy Schneider
Michelle Werner

11 Martha Wissman

13  Alec Severy

14 Bryan Howser

15 Megan Nyquist

17 Dave Szymanski

19  Terry Smith

20 Kim Brzozowski
Lucas Wolf

21 Michael Nelson

22 Ryan Henderson

23 Peter Jolicoeur

26 Vicki Kitts
27 Pat Cramer
Kristen Opp
Anniversaries
';:'ff/’ i
@ 4 10 Rick & Cindy Frederick
- e ) 25 Todd & Lynn Boyes
N I 1

Please note: If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it should
be, it is because we do not have it on file. If you would like to have your
day recognized in the future, please let the office know.

A NOTE FROM THE EDITORS The deadline for the May Newsletter
is noon, Monday, May 24 ". Submissions should be in written format,
preferably electronic. They may be mailed to the church, emailed to
officemanager@stpaul-el.org or placed in the office manager's mailbox.
Due to time issues, we are unable to accept verbal requests unless there
are extenuating circumstances. If you are not sure what information is
needed, a form is available in the office. They are located on the wall to
the left of the bulletin board. Some editing may be necessary due to
space and layout, but if significant changes need to be made, you will be
contacted. Thank you in advance for your cooperation. Julie Anderson
and Lindsay Cramer.







