St. Paul Lutheran Church, East Lansing, Ml March 2010

During this season of Lent we are

IMAGINE going to try something new, at

least new in the time | have been

YO U R LT L here. We have ordered a slug of
WA OUT little booklets to be given to

- anyone you know entitled, “How
F EA R Would You Like to Live Without
B . Fear?” It was written by pastor
e R o and author Max Lucado. It is to
M AX LUC ADO encourage friends, family
members, and acquaintances,
your barber or hairdresser, the
newspaper delivery person or your
grocery bagger to not be
overpowered by fear in their lives.
: ~__ Many people | have met in the last
i / N = several years take a fearful,
defensive stance in life. As
followers of Jesus Christ we need not do so, but can encourage
others to live a life of faith even in difficult times. So | hope you will
participate in sharing these little booklets with those with whom
you rub shoulders. You can take as many as you like as long as
you hand them out. Inside the cover will also be our church
address and an invitation to join us for worship of the God who
can eradicate all our fears.

Speaking of a new thing, if you haven't looked on the north wall
inside the lobby of our church you haven’t seen the new artwork
entitled “Sins Forgiven” by Fred Hartwig. It is done in a modern

style to fit with the design of the rest of the buﬂdlng We plan to

dedicate it on Palm/Passion Sunday, March 28",



Here we are in Lent, a time of year when we hope winter will soon
end and spring soon arrive. That is what Lent means after all,
spring. But for us who are believers in Jesus as God’s Messiah, it
is also the time in which we prepare our hearts and lives to
welcome him as King and remember his crucifixion and
resurrection. That is what we do when we come to Lenten
services on Wednesdays at Noon and 7:00PM.

We are doing a series of short services on the Small Catechism of
Luther entitled, Lenten Learning. We hope you will join us. Soup &
Bread Suppers precede this at 6:00PM. It is a time of fellowship
and food that prepares us for the spiritual food to follow. No
charge, just the time to be a part of our Christian community. We
follow this for any who want to have a little different learning with a
Bible Study based on Handel's “Messiah.” Both of these latter
two, the Lenten Learning followed by “Messiah” Bible Study are
also available at 12 Noon on Wednesday.

Choir for Lent and Easter has also started. We invite you to join
us on Thursday evenings at 7:30PM in March. It doesn’t matter
your level of skill or age. We enjoy making music to the Lord.
Have a blessed remainder of Lent.

Looking Ahead in March

07 Pantry Offering

12 Family Game Night @ 6:30pm
14 Good News Sunday

19 Blood Drive, 12:30-6:15pm

26 Fourth Friday Friends @ 6:30pm
28 Palm Sunday




Jesus Seminar On the Road:
“Competing Early Christian Voices — The Contest for
Authority”

The last several years | have participated in the Jesus Seminar
On the Road that is held at People's Church here in East Lansing. | want
to share the information with members of Saint Paul's. Milton C.
Moreland and Ruben Dupertuis are the speakers for the April 9 and 10
Jesus Seminar on the Road program, “Competing Early Christian Voices
— The Contest for Authority.” In the light of discoveries of early Christian
documents in the last 150 years, scholars have a new emerging picture
of events in the early years of the Christian communities. Disputes within
early Christianity will be examined, including “everything from sex,
marriage, and the role of women, to questions about how to be saved
and what the kingdom of God is.” A second topic will look at Jesus’
death and resurrection and why it is central to some early Christian
communities and absent from others. Finally, the roles and leadership of
women in the early communities will be explored in the context of how
Christianity began.

Dr. Moreland is the Associate Professor of Religious Studies and
Chair of the Program in Archaeology at Rhodes College in Memphis,
Tennessee. He is the Archaeology Senior Staff & Area Supervisor for the
ongoing excavation at Sepphoris in Galilee. His special interest is how
archaeology has shaped our present reconstructions of past societies,
and the theories that archaeologists use to interpret their data. He has
also co-directed a project on the “James Ossuary” that has sought to
explain the scholarly, commercial, and religious aspects of the recent
phenomena related to this burial box and the media coverage it received.

Dr. Dupertuis is the Assistant Professor of Religion at Trinity
University in San Antonio, Texas. He is the Co-Chair of the Ancient
Fiction and Early Christian and Jewish Narrative Group and a member of
the steering committee for the Bible and American Popular Culture
Group, both of the Society of Biblical Literature. He is not new to
Michigan as he obtained his undergraduate degree from the University of
Michigan.

Registration is at www.westarinstitute.org or forms are available
at the church office. Pre-registration by March 26 is $60 for the entire
event. After March 26 the cost is $75. Single session prices are $20 for
Friday evening, and $30 for each session on Saturday. If anyone has a
guestion you may contact Mike Swartz from People's Church at (517)
340-1658 or Pastor Rich Moe at (517) 351-8541.



Treasurer's Report

In January, unified expenses were $13,523.50. We ended the month
with a $228 deficit. After repaying the anonymous loan for the furnaces,
$38,811.65 is left form the sale of the property behind the church. The
Finance Committee will meet with our Thrivent representative to
determine the best savings fund to put the money into - we expect to
need the money beginning in 2017 to help with paying the mortgage on
the Mission House.

Submitted by Donna Grooms

Sunday School News

There will be Sunday School on Palm Sunday, March 28th.

There will NOT be Sunday School on Easter Sunday, April 4th,
but come and enjoy Easter Breakfast served by the high school youth
and participate in the Easter Egg Hunt.

Last day of Sunday School is May 16th.
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E@UJﬂL Tpdate

WINTER CALENDAR
ST. PAUL YOUTH GROUP
7-12 GRADES

Youth Advisors: Mike Feldpausch, Megan Nyquist, ad
Lynne Fortune

Sun, Mar 14 Service Event: Good News Sunday! Biringpur
good news articles during the months of Febraacy
March (give to Youth Group Leaders). Services will
be coordinated by the High School Youth Group.

Sun, Apr 4 Service Event: Annual Easter Pancalkalgast;
Donations to benefit Youth Group Fund.

If you use a Meijer credit card, cash or a
debit card to make purchases at Meijer,
please consider signing up. You can
register at 1-800-962-7011. Our code is
606113.

Thank you to those of you who
participate!



ACTION FOR LSSM COLLECTION FOR MARCH:
SOCKS AND UNDERWEAR

The foster care program at Lutheran Social Services is in
need of socks and underwear. Please place them in the
blue bin in the coat area. If you have any questions please
contact Julie Anderson.

Easter Food/Personal Needs Baskets

/%Q /égj We will be continuing our tradition of providing Easter
%%{\ O\ Food & Personal Needs Baskets to families in need. It
YU worked out well combining it with the pantry collection at

%@ Thanksgiving, so please check your bulletin for updates
LJ' on our needs for the baskets and/or pantry.

Thank you.
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For the past 35-40 years, the Women of St. Paul Bible Study have been
collecting used stamps to send to the Village of Bethel in Germany. This
is a handicapped community that makes it's living processing used
stamps for collectors around the world. Before we can send them, they
need to be sorted and trimmed. For the past ten years or so, Chuck
Schneider has been doing this for us. We are very grateful for this,

but he now needs to retire from this activity so we are looking for
someone who would be willing to take over. Time involved varies, but
there is no deadline. Whenever we get a small box full, we send them.
The women will still be responsible for the sending. If you are interested,
please contact Judy Strieter at 669-9219, or Ethel Moore at 482-6926.
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In honor of the approach of Spring, here are Earthkeeping Ministry

some more seed miracles:

“Many seeds, like lettuckactuca sativador example, are light-sensitive and will
not germinate if kept in the dark, even when timeperature and moisture are
right. This mechanism prevents seeds from gerimigathen they are too
deeply buried in the soil to have any chance afhizey the surface. Even the
briefest glimpse of daylight is sufficient to reseasuch seeds from dormancy.
Digging over a vegetable bed flashes a signal gemumbers of light-sensitive
weed seeds that they are near the surface. Thisyisurning over the soil in
your garden should be avoided as much as posije want to minimize the
amount of weeding you have to do.

“Many seeds have en even better trick up theivgiee Plants perceive light by
means of an anciently evolved photoreceptor moéecalled phytochrome
[which allows the plant to differentiate betweembscured sunlight and sunlight
that has passed through a leaf] ... Plants use pirgio® to sense where their
neighbors are and to adjust their own growth s @void them. Many seeds
also use phytochrome in the same way and will geataiin darkness, but not if
exposed to light that has passed through a leaill&r plants invariably lose
any contest with others that are large enoughadesihem, so it is better for a
seed to remain dormant than to germinate beneatbhttde of another plant
where the seedling will only struggle and die."Jenathan Silvertown, in An

Orchard Invisible: a Natural History of SeetRiversity of Chicago Press,
20009.



HOT TIP and GREAT NEWS - The MSU Recycling Center has
expanded their acceptable material list to include

All plastics, No. 1 through 7
Household metals

Boxboard (e.g. cereal boxes and paper towel rolls)
This link will give more detail, plus a map to tbenter, which is
open to the public 24/7:

http:/www.recycle.msu.edu/drop-off.html#map

Submitted by Barb Paff

The Green Team would love to hear from you.
Contact Lindsay Cramer, Marilyn Mook, Inga Opp or Barb Paff.
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MARCH READINGS

Sunday, March 7
Third Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 55:1-9
1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Luke 13:1-9

Sunday, March 14
Fourth Sunday in Lent

Joshua 5:9-12
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Sunday, March 21
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 43:16-21
Philippians 3:4b-14
John 12:1-8

Sunday, March 28
Palm Sunday

Isaiah 50:4-9a
Philippians 2:5-11
Luke 22:14—23:56

Please help us maintain a meaninaful prayer list by keepina
us up to date on vour praver requests.

You may use a St. Paul Prayer Request Card to add someone or to
remove or update the info of someone you have on the list.
(The cards are on the ledge in the narthex.) You can also email or phone
the office at officemanager@stpaul-el.org or 351-8541.

Due to the length of the list, we are now printing a copy of the list
once a month for those who would like more informat ion regarding
those we are praying for.

(The list can be found in the top spot of the literature rack in the narthex.)




6 #

St. Paul Lutheran Church Fourth Friday Friends Cale  ndar for 2010

Date Time | Hosts Activity lLocation

March 26 6:30 | Cramers Pot-luck/ STP
Games Fellowship

Hall

April 23 6:30 | Andersons Pot-luck/ " "
Games

May 28 6:30 | Reynolds' Pot-luck/ Reynolds'
Games Home

June 25 5:00 | Church Ladies Il | Cornwell's Turkeyville
Dinner
Theatre

July 23 7:00 | +Trinity Lutheran | LugNuts/ Oldsmabile
Fireworks Park

August 27 6:30 | Wilsons Pot-luck/ Wilson's/
Games Perry

September 24 | 6:30 | Pr. Rich & Barb Pot-luck/ Moe-Paff's
Games

October 22 6:30 | Hartwigs Pot-luck/ Hartwig's
Games/
Costumes?

November 26 ? ? ?

December ?? ? ? ?

St. Paul Lutheran Church Family Game Night

We are planning a family game night on March 12, 2010, at 6:30 p.m.
There will be our normal Euchre competition. We will also have a Wii set
up and have a bowling tournament. Also, we will have a regulation Dart
board set up to challenge Fred, which by the way CAN be beat.  Sign
up sheets will be in the Narthex to challenge the Dart and Bowling
experts. Bring a snack to pass; drinks will be provided. This is a family
game night and all ages are encouraged to attend. Last month we had
about 20 members present; let's see if we can beat that number. | also
noticed a Scrabble game going on. See you there.

Fred, Dart Enthusiast




02 Donna Grooms

04  Jack Claucherty

09  Angela Sevrey

10 Kristen Grooms

13 Inga Opp

14  Zacharry Kowalski

30 Kathy Klingensmith
Mark Buzzitta

31  Alec Womboldt

Anniversaries

08 Jerry & Jamie Gray
27 Lynne & Jim Fortune

Please note: If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it should
be, it is because we do not have it on file. If you would like to have your
day recognized in the future, please let the office know.

ANOTE FROM THE EDITORS: The deadline for the April

Newsletter is noon, Monday, March 22 " Submissions should be in
written format, preferably electronic. They may be mailed to the church,
emailed to officemanager@stpaul-el.org or placed in the office
manager's mailbox. Due to time issues, we are unable to accept verbal
requests unless there are extenuating circumstances. If you are not
sure what information is needed, a form is available in the office. They
are located on the wall to the left of the bulletin board. Some editing
may be necessary due to space and layout, but if significant changes
need to be made, you will be contacted. Thank you in advance for your
cooperation. Julie Anderson and Lindsay Cramer.







