St. Paul Lutheran Church, East Lansing, Ml February 2010

One of my favorite pastimes is watching movies. | like the big screen, but
being in a wheelchair limits where | am able to sit. It puts me right up
front and even though | like full sound often it is just too much. So | carry
earplugs with me just in case. Because | enjoy science fiction or science
fantasy, often times the sounds are very powerful.

Recently | went to see the new movie, “Avatar.” With all the hype at its
release it is basically a love story with a twist. James Cameron is good at
that, having made “Titanic” many years ago. Even though it is visually
stunning with great special effects, it is the story that keeps our interest or
not. As we soon have Valentine's Day in our midst | thought it appropriate
to reflect a bit on this. | don't know where it comes from, but I've been told
there are seventeen different plot lines in most all of western literature,
and | would include movies in this tradition.

Our lives too are made up of stories. We know that our lives can have
many different twists and turns, some we like and some that are very
difficult with which to deal. And that is what is also recorded in Holy
Scripture. Stories and poetry that primarily tell us a love story between
God and human beings. It tells of God's faithfulness and our
unfaithfulness. This story begins with our spiritual ancestors and takes on
flesh with the stories of Abraham and Sarah and their offspring. It is
reinvigorated when we get to Moses, David, and the other prophets.

When we get to the stories about and the parables of Jesus there is a
new way of including us. Now as we approach Lent and Easter we begin
to see how we too are connected in a new way to God's love story.
Sometimes it seems that God gets too up close and personal and |
believe at times we put in our earplugs, not wanting to hear what God
wants to tell us. | have found this out especially when | have been
attempting to do both my meditation and lectio divina. That means divine
reading, in other words, taking the time to read the Bible.



Recently one of our members in a class mentioned that some pastors
read the Bible in order to write their sermons and prepare Bible studies.
And thereby they think they've spent enough time in Scripture. But they
haven't. And she is right. They have not taken the time to let the Bible
speak to them. | know | have been guilty of this myself. They have not
taken the time to hear what God is telling them. Again she is right.
Because we need to hear God tell us of his love for us and how we can
live out that loving relationship with Him. | hope we can take the time to
be with God. Yes, of course in Worship and Sunday School, but probably
more importantly as we read it on our own. Then we can hear of God's
love for us personally.

When things in life become a challenge, which is true for most of us at
some time or another, it is good to know that God is there for us. That is
what we find out if we read his word. It also helps keep us focused on
how to do his will in our lives. We see we are a part of God's story, one
that is greater than the finest cinemagraphic wonders put on a movie
screen or on our TVs. God's story and plot line are real and powerful in
their love for you and me. Take the time to connect with your real lover,
the divine one, who will always be true.

As we approach Valentine's Day | would also invite you to a Valentine's
Pizza Party on that Sunday, February the 14" following the one service at
11:00AM. Just sign up and join us. Bring someone you care about. It will
be a fun time. (We even have a drawing for a $50 gift certificate to Max &
Erma'’s for those who attend.) God loves you. Let's celebrate His love.

Soup Suppers are just around the
corner!

Lenten Soup Suppers will begin
Wednesday, February 24" Come join us
Wednesday evenings at 6:00 p.m. for soup
and fellowship before Wednesday evening
worship. | will need two people to provide
soup and one person per week to provide
bread.

Please contact Pat Reynolds at 669-5518 if you are  willing to help.



SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7 " IS THE NATIONAL SOUPER BOWL OF
CARING! The St. Paul Youth Group will be selling a variety of different
soups, with proceeds benefiting the St. Paul Food Pantry, as well as the
Youth Group. Come and help support the event that is transforming
Super Bowl weekend into the nation's largest youth-led weekend of giving
and serving!

You're Invited to a Valentines Day Luncheon v

February 14" is Valentines Day, and St Paul will have one combined
service at 11am followed by a Valentine's Day Pizza Luncheon.

You don't need to bring anything!
It would be helpful if you sign-up so we know how much pizza to buy.

There will be a drawing for a Max and Erma’s gift certificate, and you
must be present to win. So mark your calendars for the 14" of Feb.

The next Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend is in Lansing, February
26-28, 2010. Treat each other to a private get-away weekend away from
home and not far to drive.

For information click on GodlLovesMarriage@comcast.net or call 1-800-
235-1010. Or call Terry & Char Smith, 517-339-8784.

President’s Notes by Chuck Nelson

As | step down as president after two years | want to thank each and
every member of St. Paul's and its many friends. | give thanks to the Lord
for your faith, commitment and stewardship toward the congregation, the
community and the Lord. Through the depths of economic challenges
you have made sacrifices to reach out beyond our building in so many
ways. You have worked together to acquire the Mission House, restore it
to useful condition and fill it with the love of God we can share with those
in need through the food pantry, quilt ministry, education, youth group
and other forms of outreach.



We have been able to sell the part of our property on Lake Lansing Road
that we weren’t able to effectively use to our neighbors, the City of East
Lansing, protecting vital natural resources and improving recreational
opportunities in the area. This sale closed on the afternoon of January 21
provides us with over $54 thousand. This will pay off the interest free $17
thousand loan from anonymous members that allowed us to rapidly
replace the broken, inefficient heating/cooling plant in the church with a
much more efficient system and still provide another $37 thousand to
invest in long-term safe investments. This will to help us make our
mortgage payments for years to come and provide a vital financial
cushion.

While sometimes our numbers seem small, we are reaching out to those
in need with a generous helping hand. 1 look forward to seeing you at
the Fish Dinner at noon on the 31* of January so your offerings there can
support another key outreach effort, the radio ministry. Bring your
appetite!

2010 Council Members

Kelly Anderson, Paul Collins, Donna Grooms, Rick Klingensmith,
Chuck Nelson, Blake Nyquist, Steve Opp, Diane Riffel, Anne Smith &
Pastor Rich Moe

January 21, 2010 Council Notes

Chuck Nelson was nominated and elected as Vice President for 2010.
Anne Smith was nominated and elected as Secretary for 2010. Donna
Grooms was nominated and elected as Treasurer for 2010. No president
has been yet elected for 2010.

Rick Klingensmith was re-appointed as Financial Secretary for 2010. Paul
Collins was re-appointed and Blake Nyquist was appointed as Deacons
for 2010. Kay Meints was re-appointed as Education Coordinator for
2010.

There are preliminary year-end financial reports for 2009, but they are not
complete. Final reports to be approved at the next Council meeting.

The sale of the property to the City of East Lansing was completed on
Thursday, Jan. 21 and payment has been received.




Woody and Ruth Brennamen have resigned from membership at Saint
Paul.

There will be a Valentines Day Pizza Dinner, Sunday Feb. 14. Sunday
School will be at 9:45am and one service with 11am Worship. Dinner
event will start at noon, sponsored by the Natural Church Development
Committee and the Care and Concern Committee.

Sunday, Jan. 24, picture directories will be distributed to the
congregation. Members who have a picture in the directory will receive a
free copy. Members not in the directory will be charged $5.00.

The IMAGE class is currently on hiatus due to low attendance. If more
people are interested in attending the class will start back up.

The water heater in the sacristy was replaced due to a leak. The new
water heater is on-demand and should greatly reduce operating costs. It
was installed by Meridian Plumbing for just under $900.

Submitted by Blake Nyquist

Treasurer's Report
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2009 was a better year for us than 2008 as we ended up with a deficit of
only $2118. After operating with a deficit budget for a number of years,
we have a balanced budget going forward into 2010 and we expect that
we will be able to make up the 2009 deficit without having to draw money
from our Thrivent Savings Account. The Capital Fund ended up with a
positive balance of $1,097, which will help to cushion the Capital Fund for
2010 mortgage payments.



The Finance Committee would like to thank Bob Reynolds and Kay
Meints who have served on the Finance Committee for a number of
years but are now off to new activities within the church. We welcome
Rhonda Kreuer who will help to give us new insight into financial
planning.

Submitted by Donna Grooms

Akaloo Continues: February 7th Sunday School will begin a new
session "Celebrating Church". This seven-week unit will explore how we
celebrate by going to church. Even if you have not attended the last
sessions, please consider joining us on Sunday mornings from 9:45 to
10:45.
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WINTER CALENDAR
ST. PAUL YOUTH GROUP
7-12 GRADES

Youth Advisors: Mike Feldpausch, Megan Nyquist, ad
Lynne Fortune

Sat, Feb 6 Service Event: Soup Assembly for SoBpe/l
Sunday, Time TBA. Meet in Fellowship Hall.

Sun, Feb 7 Service Event: National Souper Bowiday —
Table set up in Narthex for sale; Donations to fiene
St. Paul Food Pantry and Youth Group.

Sun, Mar 14 Service Event: Good News Sunday! Biringpur
good news articles during the months of Febraacy/
March (give to Youth Group Leaders). Services will
be coordinated by the High School Youth Group.

Sun, Apr 4 Service Event: Annual Easter Pancakalgast;
Donations to benefit Youth Group Fund.



Please consider enrolling in the Meijer

. ') Community Rewards Program. With the
Ximeller change in the Thrivent Program for 2010, we
community
rewards fundraisers, so we would really appreciate

will no longer receive matching grants for our

your support of this program. Although times

are tight, most of us need groceries and household items. If you use a
Meijer credit card, cash or a debit card to make purchases at Meijer,

please consider signing up. All you have to do is swipe a card when you

make a purchase and we receive a percentage of your purchase. You
can register at 1-800-962-7011. Our code is 606113. Thank you to
those of you who continue to support us.
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ADULT WEDNESDAY CLASS FOR FEBRUARY

Introduction to World Religions Part 2;
Spirituality of Great World Religions

The class will meet on Wednesdays at 7:00 PM. Come join us as we

seek to grow in our understanding of both our spiritual tradition and
others, how they are dissimilar and alike.

February 3" _ Desert Fathers and Mothers
by Sister Nancy Brousseau

February 10" - Spirituality of the Lutheran Liturgy
by Seminarian Michelle Werner

February 17" — Islam by Bruce Omundson
After Ash Wednesday Service about 7:45 PM



Starting on February 24 " we begin a new series on entitled,

“Halleluiah The Ribl Handel's Messi .

It will meet at the same time and place but focus on the faith and music
of this most famous Christian work of art. We meet 7:30 PM during the
remainder of Lent.
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ACTION FOR LSSM COLLECTION FOR FEBRUARY - MARCH:
SOCKS AND UNDERWEAR

The foster care program at Lutheran Social Services is in
need of socks and underwear. Please place them in the
blue bin in the coat area. If you have any questions please
contact Julie Anderson.

We really appreciate it when you bring in
food for the food and personal needs
pantry. It helps meet the needs of
members of our community who are at
their most vulnerable moments.

Another way that you can help is to simply make a donation to the pantry
fund. You may make this donation at any time; simply mark on the check
the amount you would like to direct towards the food pantry.

Does it make a difference to donate dollars instead of non-perishable
items? Yes, it does. Due to our affiliation with the Mid-Michigan food
bank, we can buy approximately $7.00 of food for each dollar spent. If
you went to the grocery store and spent $5.00, the pantry would have 5
food items to distribute. That same $5.00 donated in cash would provide
up to 35 food items that the pantry could distribute.

We appreciate and value all donations and we understand there is
pressure from many sides for donations, but please consider the pantry
in your giving and sharing of what God has given you.

e %%x "(
THE DURABLE MEDICAL EQUIPMENT (DME) CLOSET

The following equipment is available for your use: toilet seat riser, tub
chair, portable grab bar, quad cane (cane with 4 prongs), regular cane
and a walker. These items may be recommended after a variety of
surgeries. All items are in excellent shape. Please let me know if you
would like to borrow any piece(s). Betty Wilson, wilsonbw@tds.net, 517-
468-2317.



Thanks to your support, a family of 5 had a wonderf  ul Christmas
and our shut-ins were remembered!

The Sunday School sponsored a family with 5 children ranging in age
from 6-17. They received a $100 Walmart gift card, $40 in Speedway gift
cards, a new shirt for each child, one or two special gifts that were
specifically requested for each child (MP3 player, zhu zhu hamster,
guitar, etc.) and many other wonderful gifts and wrapping supplies. The
congregation and Sunday School were very generous in their donations.
Total estimated value of gifts was $600+. $350.00 from Sunday School
budget and the remainder in in-kind donations from members of the
congregation and the High School/Youth Group.

Care and Concern Committee and members of the congregation also
remembered 10 shut-ins by delivering a poinsettia and a bag of small
gifts to their homes.
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"The most serious charge which can be brought again Earthl%e;ng Minisery

New England is not Puritanism but February. ttig

that before we are finished with it the days armmistakably longer than they
were in December or January, and true that ther@ariods when the daylight is
brighter, as well as longer. But these brief ilniges are too infrequent to be
counted on, and the relapses are so completehaiterludes do not seem even
promises." — Joseph Wood Krutch

Okay, now that we've trash-talked February, let's take note of its
lengthening daylight hours, bringing us hope of spring! Seeds in the
ground are waiting too...and here are some notes on God’s miracle of
seed longevity:

“Seeds of plants in the pea are naturally blesgddanhighly resistant seed coat
and are often long-lived. Thus it was that in 194®n the Natural History
Museum in London was bombed and the fire brigadgaa their hoses upon the
ashes, seeds of the leguAlbizia cheerfully woke up and germinated on the
herbarium sheet where they had been placed in 1¥R8e recently, the seed
bank at Kew found some seeds among documents legptaga Dutch merchant
who had visited South Africa 200 years ago. Ornvthg back to Europe the
merchant’s ship was captured by British piratesfd@agapers ended up in the
National Archives in London. Seeds of 33 specatected by the merchant
were tested, and of those, 3 species were gerrdinate species of legume and
a member of the familiProteacead - Jonathan Silvertown, in An Orchard

Invisible: a Natural History of Seeddniversity of Chicago Press, 2009.

Here is another quote on God’s miraculous and wonderful seeds:

“A seed hidden in the heart of an apple is an athavisible.” — Welsh proverb

Submitted by Barb Paff

The Green Team would love to hear from you.
Contact Lindsay Cramer, Marilyn Mook, Inga Opp or Barb Paff.
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S**** B*** Sunday
or The Game Whose Name Cannot Be Spoken

On Feb 7" there is a football game happening. Now thanks to the NFL
we can't tell you the name of the game, but it only happens once a year
and it is always between the best team from the NFC and the best team
from the AFC. Once again the St Paul' Men's Group will be

sponsoring a viewing party at the church for the “game
whose name cannot be spoken”. All you have to bring is
yourself, and a comfortable chair if so desired. The menu
this year will feature spaghetti, salad and munchies.
Festivities start at 6 pm. Hope to see you there!

St. Paul Lutheran Church Fourth Friday Friends Cale  ndar for 2010
Date Time | Hosts Activity lLocation
February 26 6:30 | Klingensmiths Pot-luck/ STP

Games Fellowship
Hall
March 26 6:30 | Cramers Pot-luck/ " "
Games
April 23 6:30 | Andersons Pot-luck/ " "
Games
May 28 6:30 | Reynolds' Pot-luck/ Reynolds'
Games Home
June 25 5:00 | Church Ladies Il | Cornwell's Turkeyville
Dinner
Theatre
July 23 7:00 | +Trinity Lutheran | LugNuts/ Oldsmabile
Fireworks Park
August 27 6:30 | Wilsons Pot-luck/ Wilson's/
Games Perry
September 24 | 6:30 | Pr. Rich & Barb Pot-luck/ Moe-Paff's
Games
October 22 6:30 | Hartwigs Pot-luck/ Hartwig's
Games/
Costumes?
November 26 ? ? ?
December ?? ? ? ?




St. Paul Lutheran Church Family Game Night

We are planning a family game night on February 12, 2010, at 6:30 p.m.
There will be our normal Euchre competition. We will also have a Wii set
up and have a bowling tournament. Also, we will have a regulation Dart
board set up to challenge Fred, which by the way CAN be beat.  Sign
up sheets will be in the Narthex to challenge the Dart and Bowling
experts. Bring a snack to pass; drinks will be provided. This is a family
game night and all ages are encouraged to attend. Last month we had
about 30 members present; let's see if we can beat that number. | also
noticed a Scrabble game going on. See you there.

Fred, Dart Enthusiast
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FEBRUARY READINGS

Sunday, February 7 Sunday, February 14
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany  Sixth Sunday  after Epiphany
Isaiah 6:1-8 [9-13] Jeremiah 17:5-10
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Luke 5:1-11 Luke 6:17-26
Sunday, February 21 Sunday, February 28

First Sunday in Lent Second Sunday in Len 't
Deuteronomy 26:1-11 Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Romans 10:8b-13 Philippians 3:17—4:1
Luke 4:1-13 Luke 13:31-35

Please help us maintain a meaninaful prayer list by keepina
us up to date on vour praver requests.

You may use a St. Paul Prayer Request Card to add someone or to
remove or update the info of someone you have on the list.
(The cards are on the ledge in the narthex.) You can also email or phone
the office at officemanager@stpaul-el.org or 351-8541.

Due to the length of the list, we are now printing a copy of the list
once a month for those who would like more informat ion regarding
those we are praying for.

(The list can be found in the top spot of the literature rack in the narthex.)




Lenten Worship

Over the centuries there have been many traditions concerning the
Lenten Period. Historically, one of the most important traditions has been
the education of individuals for their baptism on Easter Sunday. Each
week during worship, we affirm our own baptism.

For 2010, St. Paul is returning to this tradition in a new way. Over the
weeks of Lent, we will be presenting readings on each of the articles of
Luther's Small Catechism. This insightful series is aimed at reinforcing
the faith practices of us all.

Please join us beginning on February 17" each Wednesday to learn
about our faith. If you would be interested in presenting one of the
readings, please contact the office or Bob Smith at 332-0874 or

rsmith101@yahoo.com.

WORSHIP COMMITTEE SURVEY
The Mission of St. Paul is threefold:

To love and worship God.
To love and serve one another.
To learn and share God's word.

One of the primary ways we do all these things is through our worship
services. We want to make the experience as meaningful and fulfilling
for all members of the congregation and are asking for your input.

The Worship Committee will be conducting a survey the first two weeks
of February. There will be two ways to complete the survey. You can
either complete a paper copy of the survey, which will be available
starting January 31, or, if you have access to the internet, you can also
complete the survey on-line at

. If you complete the on-line
survey, you do not need to complete a paper copy.

We thank you in advance for your input.

Bob Smith, Worship Committee H E LP
\/

WANTED




S PHIIS %

02 Betty Wison ~appy
03  Hunter Kreuer B\ '\-ﬂd(‘ y

04 Chuck Schneider

07 Grant D'Lamater

16  Samantha Sevrey

18 Lynne Fortune

22 Barb Paff @

01 Steve & Rhonda Kreuer
22 Stan & Judy Strieter

Please note: If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it should
be, it is because we do not have it on file. If you would like to have your
day recognized in the future, please let the office know.

ANOTE FROM THE EDITORS: The deadline for the March
Newsletter is noon, Monday, February 22 " Submissions should be in
written format, preferably electronic. They may be mailed to the church,
emailed to officemanager@stpaul-el.org or placed in the office
manager's mailbox. Due to time issues, we are unable to accept verbal
requests unless there are extenuating circumstances. If you are not
sure what information is needed, a form is available in the office. They
are located on the wall to the left of the bulletin board. Some editing
may be necessary due to space and layout, but if significant changes
need to be made, you will be contacted. Thank you in advance for your
cooperation. Julie Anderson and Lindsay Cramer.







