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It is a surprise to me that it is almost time to start a new decade. With the 
New Year just around the corner we are both looking back at the old and 
ahead to the new. As challenging as the last several years have been I 
believe we have gained some strength to take on the new decade.  
 
A number of things have been accomplished--the Saint Paul Mission 
House is open and operating. I know many people use it as a facility to 
help reach out to the community, from quilt makers to food pantry 
workers, as well as youth and young adults. A lot of work was done to 
make it more inviting and energy efficient. We give thanks to all the 
volunteers who have helped in this process.  
 
We also would invite any who would care to take on the different roles 
that have been carried out by our volunteer organizer of Action for LSSM 
(Lutheran Social Services of Michigan), Betty Velat, to volunteer. For a 
number of years she has worked diligently to keep this ministry active. 
We owe her a lot for all she has done over the years to help people in 
need in our community. She has decided to step down from this role 
locally and we are looking for others who would be willing to help out in 
this capacity. Some have already volunteered to step in on different 
pieces of the many faceted activities. We are grateful to them. But is 
there one among us who would be willing to coordinate the many 
different activities to keep us moving forward in this vital social ministry 
area? If you are interested or want to find out more, please contact Julie 
Anderson or me. 
 
Another activity that shows the caring of the congregation for the 
community is the Saint Paul Food Pantry. Even though we are not able to 
take non-members in there as of yet, it is up and functioning with the help 
of several volunteers. And many in the congregation give both food and 
money to help keep it stocked. The workers who participate will gladly 
invite others to join them.  If you are interested please contact co-chairs, 
Anne Smith and Char Smith. With these activities I believe we can give 
thanks for all that has been accomplished in 2009. 



Now looking ahead to the New Year, 2010. What hopes and desires do 
you have for us to work on? How do you see us reaching out to people in 
our community? How do you see yourself growing in faith and 
commitment to our God? We thank God for all the blessings that have 
been accomplished in 2009. And we ask his guidance and blessing for 
2010. If anything is accomplished for his ministry it is because he 
empowered those who did it. For that we give him glory. May the mission 
continue to grow and touch people's lives for Jesus' sake. Happy New 
Year! 
 

 
 

����
����������������������������������������������������������������������������������	������������������������������	������������������������������	������������������������������	� ���
 

Treasurer's Report 
 

 

At the annual meeting the congregation passed a balanced budget.  
Benevolence, The Minister of Music's Salary, and the Pastor's Package 
were all cut by 10% in order to balance the budget.  If we have income in 
excess of expenses during 2010, we will make every effort to split the 
excess between building back up our savings and in giving the Pastor 
and the Minister of Music bonuses. 
 
Submitted by Donna Grooms 
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WINTER CALENDAR 
ST. PAUL YOUTH GROUP 

7-12 GRADES 
 

Youth Advisors:  Mike Feldpausch, Megan Nyquist, and  
  Lynne Fortune 

 
 
Fri, Jan 15  Fellowship Event:  Pizza, Movie and Lock-In Night 

at the Mission House! Fri 8:00 p.m. – Sat 10:00 a.m. 
Bring your favorite games and movies; we will vote 
as a group on a couple features (note: movies should 
be appropriate for a Christian youth group). There 
will be plenty of games, food and fun! Bring sleeping 
bag and mat, pillow and toothbrush. 

 
Sat, Feb 6  Service Event:  9:00-11:00 a.m.  Soup Assembly for 

Souper Bowl Sunday.   Meet in Fellowship Hall. 
 
Sun, Feb 7  Service Event:  National Souper Bowl Sunday – 

Table set up in Narthex for sale; Donations to benefit 
St. Paul Food Pantry and Youth Group. 

 
Sun, April 4  Service Event: Annual Easter Pancake Breakfast; 

Donations to benefit Youth Group Fund. 
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If you use a Meijer credit card, cash or a 
debit card to make purchases at Meijer, 
please consider signing up.  You can 
register at 1-800-962-7011.  Our code is 
606113.  Thank you for your support of the 
youth group. 

 
 
Thank you to all the students, teachers, director and crew who 
made our Christmas Program on December 13th a success! 
 

 
Akaloo Continues:  

January 3rd Sunday School will begin a new session "Becoming 
Disciples". This eight-week unit will explore how we learn to follow Jesus 
better.  All grades from 3 year olds on up will use the same theme, but 
use guiding questions that are appropriate for that age group.  Even if 
you have not attended any of the previous sessions, please consider 
joining us on Sunday mornings from 9:45 to 10:45. 
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ACTION FOR LSSM COLLECTION FOR JANUARY - MARCH:  

SOCKS AND UNDERWEAR  
 
The foster care program at Lutheran Social Services is in 
need of socks and underwear.  Please place them in the 

blue bin in the coat area. If you have any questions please 
contact Julie Anderson. 

 



As the new year begins, the Pantry has the same 
goal of providing food and personal needs to 
people when they need it most.  We made over 
124 distributions in 2009 and expect the requests 
to remain strong in 2010. 
 
The Pantry Committee members recognize that 
there will be challenges.  They also recognize 
that Saint Paul’s strong support shows that the 
congregation values this ministry.    We pray that 

the new year will reduce the need and will continue to work to meet the 
needs. 
 
Thank you for the past support and we also appreciate the support we 
are looking forward to in 2010.   
 
Submitted by Bob Smith 
________________________________________________ 
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Next blood drive is Friday, January 15 th 12:30 to 6:15 pm  
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
  
I have a reference pamphlet tucked inside my Bible:  Daily Awareness of 
God Exercise.   Five steps are recommended to an effective prayer life.   
    Step One:  Prayer for Enlightenment - Asking the Holy Spirit for help to 
see ourselves honestly and learn to hear what God is saying. 
    Step Two:  Reflective Thanksgiving - Giving God thanks for any gifts, 
being aware that all we have is a gift.  Try not to take things for granted; 
notice small and insignificant gifts. 
    Step Three: Practical Survey of Actions - Focusing on God's presence, not 
just on us.  Sometimes, God is encouraging us to change.  We may notice 
this area will come up in our daily prayers and lifestyle.   
    Step Four:  A Call to Repentance - "As the Holy Spirit becomes known, 
the sense of our own sinfulness grows....then our thoughts can move from 
'Leave me Lord, for I am a sinner' to 'Lord, you know that I love." 
    Step Five:  Forgiveness, Victory, Hope - You will see that God is blessing 
you to follow.  Our weaknesses are turned into strengths.  We are able to 
face the future with a renewed vision.   
  
Reflecting on God's presence is often a humbling experience.  This 
happened on Monday night while attending my grandson's basketball game 
at Lansing Christian School.  Of course, I wanted his team to win. This is the 
message I received while using the restroom: 
    'Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is 
any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 
things.'   Philippians 4:8 
    I did think about these things as I cheered for our team.  I also thought 
about all the women students who returned to the student body with a 
renewed vision and attitude in any circumstance.  It made me question my 
own actions and attitudes towards others.  In light of the latest ELCA 
decision regarding the calling of pastors, I wondered if my thoughts are 
pleasing, commendable to our Lord, based on truth, honorable toward 
others, and provide needed justice. 
    'Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard 
and seen in me and the God of peace will be with you.'  Philippians 4:9.   
    Paul packs a lot of concerns in a short book. He is helping the Philippians 
solve their community problems and provides them with warnings as to what 
could happen.   
    One of our strengths is a referral for a prayer quilt for a member, friend or 
family member in need.  We can demonstrate the power of community 
prayer for healing, peace and strength. 
    Contact Pastor Rich, Julie or me, Betty Wilson - wilsonbw@tds.net, 
517.468.2317. 
     
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.  Philippians 4:23   



���������������������������������
�;����������������������������������������
�;����������������������������������������
�;����������������������������������������
�;�������� ���
 
 

 �������43-3 �������43-3 �������43-3 �������43-3� ���
#��
�	��#������#��
�	��#������#��
�	��#������#��
�	��#������ ����

 
 
Below is a list of some 24/7 recycling sites for 
boxboard and corrugated cardboard, in case 
you’ve accumulated boxes from Christmas gifts.  Box board is the 
lightweight cardboard used to package things like c ereal, cookies 
and crackers, shoes, etc. (not boxes meant for free zer or 
refrigerator storage, as those have been specially coated to be 
waterproof and cannot be recycled). �
�
East Lansing Department of Public Works:  
1800 East State Road (1.5 miles north of the Coolidge-Lake Lansing 
intersection) 
 

East Lansing Public Schools Administration Building : 
841 Timberlane St. (off of Burcham Drive between Hagadorn and Park 
Lake roads) 
 

East Lansing’s Patriarche Park:  
Alton Road between Saginaw Highway and Burcham Drive 
 

MSU’s Public Recycling Center: 
At the corner of Farm Lane and Greenway, next to the new Surplus Store 
and Recycling Center�
 

Lansing Recycling Drop-Off: 
530 E. South St., corner of South & Beech Sts. (follow Washington Ave. 
to South St., just north of the RR tracks) 
 

Granger Recycling 
16936 Wood St., Lansing 
 

Meridian Recycling Center also takes cardboard, but  has specific 
hours: 
5976 E. Lake Dr., Haslett 
Dec. 1 – Feb. 13 Tuesday, noon – 4, Saturday, 9 - 4 
Feb. 16 – March 31 Tuesday, noon – 4, Saturday 11- 4 
 

Submitted by Barb Paff 
 

                                                              The Green Team would love to hear from you. 
                                     Contact Lindsay Cramer, Marilyn Mook, Inga Opp or Barb Paff. 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church Friday Euchre Night  
 
We are planning a family game night on January 8, 2010, at 6:30 p.m. 
There will be our normal Euchre competition. We will also have a Wii set 
up and have a bowling tournament. Also we will have a regulation Dart 
board set up to challenge Fred, which by the way cannot be beat. �   Sign 
up sheets will be in the Narthex to challenge the Dart and Bowling 
experts. Bring a dish to pass; drinks will be provided. This is a family 
game night and all ages are encouraged to attend. See you there. 
 
Fred, Dart Professional 

 
 

St. Paul Lutheran Church Fourth Friday Friends  

 
Our next FOURTH FRIDAY FRIENDS gathering is Friday, January 22, 
6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. It will be a game night, order pizzas, and 

make plans for the rest of our 2010 gatherings. Bring a salad or dessert 
to pass. 
Note:  

 These fellowship events are for all members, plus you are encouraged to 
invite friends. 
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 We, the family of Alvah J. Moore want to thank all who were at 
the service at which we heard the comforting words of Pastor Moe and 
the beautiful singing of the hymns with Susan at the organ. 
 Thanks to those who sent flowers, sent contributions to St. Paul 
Lutheran Church (as suggested the donations will go to the Radio 
Ministry); and the Parkinson Foundation and the Arthritis Foundation and 
the many, many cards that were sent to us. 
 Last but not least thank you to Julie and Lindsay for answering 
my questions, et all. 
 

  Thanks be to God 
       and 
           Bless you all 

            Litty Moore and family��������
 



To all those who helped fill the "goody bags" for shut ins, 
 Thank you very much for the assortment of goodies you put 
together--they are much appreciated! 
 Hope you all have a happy and blessed Christmas. 
 

      Trudy Haebich 
 
We thank all participated in the lovely gift that Dick Bunge delivered here. 
It was a pleasant surprise and very much appreciated. 
 

      Chuck Schneider 
 
Thank you for the poinsettia and the "goodies in the bag." I was pleased 
to see Marge and Hank Pratt who brought it to me. 
 

      God bless you all!! 
      Litty Moore 
 
 

Thankoffering collected in November by the Women of the ELCA 
totaled $368.00. 

Thank you, Ethel Moore 
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JANUARY READINGS 
 

Sunday, January 3  
Second Sunday of Christmas 

Jeremiah 31:7–14 
Ephesians 1:3–14 
John 1:[1–9] 10–18 

 
Sunday, January 10  
Baptism of Our Lord 

Isaiah 43:1–7  
Acts 8:14–17 

Luke 3:15–17, 21–22 
 

Sunday, January 17  
Second Sunday after Epiphany 

Isaiah 62:1–5 
1 Corinthians 12:1–11 

John 2:1–11 



Sunday, January 24  
Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Nehemiah 8:1–3, 5–6, 8–10 
1 Corinthians 12:12–31a 

Luke 4:14–21 
 

Sunday, January 31  
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

Jeremiah 1:4–10 
1 Corinthians 13:1–13 

Luke 4:21–30 
 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

A big thank you for all who helped make this Christmas season a 
beautiful one with their music!  We are so blessed in this congregation to 
have so many varied gifts and talents.  A special thank you to Megan 
Nyquist for sharing her amazing piano talents with the choir.  Also, thanks 
go to: 

 
Praise Team  

 
Steve Opp, Vicki Kitts, Elizabeth Witt & Fred Hartwig 

 
Choir  

Fred Hartwig 
Pastor Richard Moe 

Bob Reynolds 
Bob Smith 
Terry Smith 
Steve Opp 
Barb Paff 

Marge Pratt 
Vicki Kitts 

Katrina Kitts 
Kristen Opp 

Elizabeth Witt 
Rachel Joseph 
 

and thanks also to Ethel Moore for sharing her autoharp 
talents and Bob Reynolds for sharing the dulcimer music.  

     We are so very blessed! 
�
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  01  Ken Brzozowski 
  02  Matthew Pfaendtner 
  09  Ray Vrugrinovich 
  12  Phyllis Bergau 
     Pastor Rich Moe 
     Kathie Vurgrinovich 
  17  David Henderson 
  20  Kelly Anderson 
  21  Mike Feldpausch 
     Anne Szymanski 
  22  Trudy Haebich 
  23  Daniel Opp 
  24  Marissa Cruz 
  27  Hank Pratt 
  29  Emma Claucherty 
  31  Rhonda Kreuer    

 
 

Anniversaries 
 

  
 26 Allen & Judy Neiberg 
  
 

 
 

Please note:   If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it should 
be, it is because we do not have it on file.  If you would like to have your 
day recognized in the future, please let the office know.         
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITORS:   The deadline for the February 
Newsletter is noon, Monday, January 25 th. Submissions should be in 
written format, preferably electronic.  They may be mailed to the church, 
emailed to officemanager@stpaul-el.org or placed in the office 
manager's mailbox. Due to time issues, we are unable to accept verbal 
requests unless there are extenuating circumstances.  If you are not 
sure what information is needed, a form is available in the office.  They 
are located on the wall to the left of the bulletin board.   Some editing 
may be necessary due to space and layout, but if significant changes 
need to be made, you will be contacted.  Thank you in advance for your 
cooperation.  Julie Anderson and Lindsay Cramer. 



 


