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I am continually astounded by the gifts that are the people of St. 
Paul's. A family in the church gave seed money to the church 
which has been earmarked to help fund a Health Care 
Ministry/Parish Nurse Team. We are blessed with many health care 
workers, about a dozen at my count of which over half attended our 
organizational meeting on January 30th. Former pastor, Paul 
Pretzlaff, spoke of the formation of the Health Care Ministry Team 
at his congregation, Immanuel Lutheran, in Grand Ledge. Our 
group made a commitment to get together once a month to read, 
pray, discuss and work to form a Health Care Ministry Team here 
at St. Paul's. We will be meeting on the 3rd Thursday of the month 
at 6:00PM to discuss a chapter of the book, Healing and 
Transformation by Dr. Kenneth Bakken. You are welcome to join 
us. Books are in the Pastor's Office at $10.00 each. (See other 
report on Health Care Ministry Team in this issue.)

I'm hoping others will sign-up for a stint at the MABA (Meridian 
Area Business Association) EXPO on March 10th. It is a good way 
to make our congregation visible in the greater community. We 
will make popcorn and hand out small gifts to those who stop by 
our booth. It is a lot of fun meeting neighbors and getting out the 
word about what a blessing the St. Paul Family is. There's a sign-
up sheet in the narthex. 

As you know, we have already started the season of Lent, a time 
when we reflect on the sacrifice our Lord Jesus made to reconcile 
us to our heavenly Creator. During this season we are having our 
Soup & Bread Suppers at 6:00PM followed by the Lenten Worship  

(Continued) 



Service based on the lessons for the Vigil of Easter. It follows the 
history of salvation from creation throughout the Bible. Come join 
us for this blessing. Following the service we will continue with 
Adult Studies. Craig Anderson will lead us in a seven week Book 
Study entitled, RECLAIMING the “L” WORD,  Renewing the 
Church from Its Lutheran Core.   

__________________________________________________________ 
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Lenten Soup Suppers 

Come join us Wednesday evenings at 6:00 p.m.  
for soup and fellowship  

before Wednesday evening worship.   
This year I am scheduling three “soup”ers per week.   

I also need one person per week to provide bread. 

Please contact Pat Reynolds  
at 669-5518 if you are willing to help. 
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             Financial Report  
             January 2007 

    
 1/7/07  Year-to-Date 

    
Budgeted Income  $10,778.43 $10,778.43 
Budgeted Expenses  $9,176.66 $9,176.66 

Difference  $   1,601.77   $   1,601.77   
   

January was a slow month as far as expenses are concerned. 
However, February 1st was pay day.  Payroll is $3,991.57 twice 
a month.  We were short $2,383.80 for that payroll. We had money 
in reserve, but we can not continue this way.  
    
Roof Replacement Loan    
Total Paid  $  31,490.00    
Repaid  $  19,461.32    
Received this month  $        98.00    

Still Owed $11,930.68   
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Dan Grooms and the Property Committee gave a review of their work on 
evaluating a possible St. Paul expansion. The ELCA architect provided 
a conceptual drawing, and Fred Hartwig then used feedback to design 2 
additional concepts. The committee will pull together all the input and 
develop a plan to present to council at the next meeting.  

The MABA Business Expo is Saturday, March 10 from 10am to 3pm at 
Haslett High School. Volunteers are needed to setup Friday evening and 
staff the booth on Saturday. Contact Pastor Rich for additional details.  

(Continued) 



The Covenant Players had to move their visit to March 25. They were 
originally scheduled to be at St. Paul on February 4. 

Craig Anderson will lead a new Wednesday night book study starting 
March 14 at 7:30pm. The book by Kelly Fryer, Reclaiming the "L"-
Word, Renewing the Church from Its Lutheran Core, focuses on 
Lutheran teaches related to grace and outreach.  

There is now a wedding information form that presents the list of fees 
and a questionnaire to gather information for planned weddings at St. 
Paul. 

Council wishes to remind committees and congregation members that 
council business items need to be presented before the monthly council 
meeting on the third Tuesday. Unless emergency action is required, 
items presented after the meeting will wait for discussion and any 
appropriate actions at the next scheduled meeting. 

The IMAGE program  now has enough volunteers to commence. Julie 
Anderson and Melissa Bloomfield have attended a training session at 
Christian Services. The program aims to be launched by the end of 
March.�

The unified budget fund received $10,778.43 income during January, 
which was $524.24 below the amount needed to meet the estimate of 
giving. The unified budget needs to receive $11, 302.67 each month to 
meet the annual estimate of giving. Pledged contributions were about 
$355 over the amount pledged for the month. The total of all funds 
received for the month was $14,441.15. January was a slow month as far 
as expenses. However, giving in January left us $2, 383.80 short for the 
February 1 payroll. Reserve funds were able to cover the difference, but 
stronger giving is needed to keep income ahead of expenses. The 
monthly estimate of giving is approximately $2000 below the 
necessary amount to meet monthly expenses. That means actual 
giving must exceed the estimate of giving by $2000 every month to 
cover 2007 budgeted expenses.   �

�
-Submitted by Blake Nyquist 
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              First Communion Classes��
����� Feb 25, March 4, March 11, 2007��
����� 12:30-2:00 p.m.; Lunch provided  

                    All ages welcomed��

See Cindy Martin, teacher, if your child/youth desires instruction of Holy 
Sacrament and God's Gifts.�Three sessions are needed; if you are 
unable to make the times above, Mrs. Cindy is willing to work out 
individual arrangements. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------�

WINTER/SPRING CALENDAR 
7-12 Grades 

      
Youth Advisors:  Mark & Cindy Martin 

Please let Mrs. Cindy know if you will be attending prior to events by email, 
home or cell phone. This is important so that any arrangements needed for the 
event can be made, especially if we need drivers.  Thanks! 

March 2, 2007   Younker’s Community Days –  
Meridian Mall 
4:00-6:00 p.m.  (if you live close by 
Andersons, give them a call to make 
arrangements for a ride; otherwise meet at 
the front entrance at Younker’s.  Please let 
Mrs. Cindy know if you are participating!   
Pending approval from Younker’s we may 
be able to sell from 6:00-8:00 p.m.  This is 
not confirmed.

March 3, 2007    *Younker’s Community Days –  
Meridian Mall 
In order to sell at the store on this date, we 
must be in the 25% top selling groups and 
will be invited to participate. There are 36 
total groups participating in this fundraiser.   



March 11, 2007   SPECIAL YOUTH MEETING/PRE-
ZONE BIBLE STUDY!! 

    Change of time!  6:00-8:30 p.m. 
           SUBS/BEVERAGE/CHIPS Provided 

6:00-7:00 p.m.  Youth Group & 
Guests from Property Committee to 
talk about a possible Youth Room.  
YOUR VOICE NEEDS TO BE 
HEARD NOW!  WE NEED YOUR 
HELP & IDEAS!  
7:00-8:30 p.m.  Pre-event Bible Study and 
Covenant Signing.  Youth attending the 
Construction are required to attend. 

March 16-18, 2007  High School Youth Grades 9-12 
Construction Zone; Chicago, Illinois  

March 31, 2007   Easter Baskets with Social Ministry Team 
    11:00 am assembly and delivery 

April 8, 2007   Easter Egg Hunt & Pancake Breakfast 
Fundraiser 
Funds raised to complete costs of 
Quake/Construction Zone (if necessary) and 
other youth activities 
8:00 set up and cooking preparation; hide 
Easter eggs for children Birth-5 grade.   
Breakfast will begin at 9:30 a.m. 
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SUPPORT THE YOUTH GROUP  

Join the Meijer Community Rewards Program! 
  

The Meijer Community Rewards Program does not 
cost you anything!  Just fill out the form and mail it in, or register online @ 
meijer.com/rewards/.  Forms can be found in the literature stand in the Narthex, 
or if registering online just enter St. Paul 606113 as your organization of choice. 
When you receive your cards, just make sure you or the cashier swipe the card 
each time you make a purchase!  A percentage of all purchases (1-4%) over 
$100 each month will go to the youth group.  Meijer often runs special 
promotions where they don’t require a $100 purchase before they start crediting 
your account.  So remember, every little bit counts!   If you have any questions 
please contact Julie Anderson in the office or at 332-5816. 

Youth Group:  Don't forget about our 
commitment to our adopted child. 

�
�

Property 

Building Project Update: Decision Time is Nearing!!

As you are aware, we have spent the past year exploring options for growing our 
physical property to help meet the needs of our church.  This process has 
included a series of cottage meetings, summer forums, consultation with lawyers, 
and meetings with Meridian Township, representatives of the ELCA Mission 
Fund and architects.  As part of the process, we secured an option to purchase 
property immediately to the west of our current property and we had our 
wetlands boundary delineated.  Finally, we have recently been reviewing a 
conceptual architectural drawing provided to us by ELCA Mission Fund.  This 
drawing was created as a starting place to begin making some decisions and to 
move forward.  Over the past three weeks, everyone has had the opportunity to 
view these plans and give their input to the property committee either during 
open forums or in person.  Several new renditions have been proposed and a lot 
of great ideas have come forward.  We will continue to gather information and 
consider options over the next few weeks, and we encourage EVERYONE to 
give us their input!                       (Continued) 



So what next??  The property committee and council will be meeting over the 
next few weeks to consider all information and make recommendations to move 
forward on.  It is very likely we will provide several options that the 
congregation will need to consider.  It is our goal to bring forward these 
recommendations this spring so that some serious planning can begin this 
summer. 

Finally, it is obvious that there is a growing excitement about this project. People 
are talking about everything from the permanent classroom space to the larger 
storage areas.  Thoughts about a fellowship area that could hold a BIG dinner 
and a kitchen where people are not stepping on each other's toes.  Talk of a 
narthex that doesn't feel like a submarine.  And maybe most importantly, genuine 
excitement about a building that will better allow us to accomplish our mission - 
To love and worship God. To love and serve one another. To learn and share 
God's word.  

Dan Grooms 
Chair SPLC Property Committee 

Stewardship 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. "Teacher," they 
said, . . .  "let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory."  

. . . Jesus said to them, "You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized 
with the baptism I am baptized with, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to 
grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared."  Mk 
10:35-40, NIV 

Do you think that James and John will have the highest places of honor in 
heaven?  Will others be given even greater honor—perhaps Abraham, Moses, 
the ancient prophets?  What about Paul?  Or St. Francis of Assisi, Martin Luther, 
or Mother Teresa?   

I suspect that those who hold the highest places of honor might be people we 
have never heard of.  Throughout the ages, there have been people who quietly 
went about loving their neighbors and doing God’s will without drawing much 
attention to themselves.  These are people whose hearts belong to God. 

(Continued) 



As we read through the Bible, it is clear that what God considers important is the 
condition of our hearts.  How often, especially in the Old Testament, He chooses 
to bring a major punishment on someone for what seems to us a minor infraction. 
 Moses, for example, was not allowed to enter the Promised Land because when 
God asked him to speak to a rock to get water for the people, Moses gave the 
rock a couple of hearty whacks with a stick instead (Num 20:7-12).  The act was 
small, but apparently the rebellion in Moses’ heart was big.  Conversely, how 
much more often throughout the Scriptures we see God bringing forgiveness and 
mercy to a repentant heart even when the sin has been great!   

Who will be more honored in heaven, the wealthy man who gives generously of 
his funds or the poor widow putting her two pennies in plate?  The woman who 
spends three days a week doing volunteer work or the single mother who can 
barely find the time to get her kids to church and Sunday school?  The gifted 
singer whose glorious voice enhances our worship or the child in the pew 
making a joyful noise to  
the Lord?  It could be any or all of these, because with God it is not the amount 
that counts, it is not the quality of the gift that carries the weight.  It is what is in 
the heart.  When we give Him our best, when we give Him our all, when our 
motivation is gratitude rather than gain, our hearts are in the right place. 

The people of St. Paul have adopted a budget for this year that exceeds our 
estimated giving by several thousand dollars.  I believe that God will provide for  
us to meet our budget without holding back on our mission.  I think He will do 
so by moving our hearts so that each of us gives generously from what we have, 
be it much or little, be it money, or time, or talents. 

Lord, I do not care whether the place You have prepared for me in heaven is 
high or low.  I am just thankful that I will be there with You.  Give to me and to 
all the people of St. Paul hearts that are large and generous with sharing Your 
love.

Elizabeth Witt

Social Outreach 

�
LSSM COLLECTION FOR MARCH
We are collecting t-shirts.  Any color, any size, 

for the foster care program at Lutheran Social Services. 
Please place the items in the blue box in the narthex. 

If you have any questions please contact 
Betty Velat or Julie Anderson. 
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Habitat Happenings 

Once again, Thrivent will be partnering with Habitat 
for Humanity in the Lansing area.  If you 
are interested in receiving email updates 
regarding the build, please contact the 
office and stay tuned for more info. 
((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((�

Easter Food/Personal Needs Baskets 

Watch for the sign-up sheet for the 
Easter food and personal needs items 
and volunteers.  We will be collecting 
items through March and distributing 
them on Saturday, March 31st. We will 
also need drivers. 
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IMAGE UPDATE 

Training is underway for the IMAGE (Inspiring and Motivating 

Adults to Generate Esteem) volunteers.  We hope to be up and 
running by the end of March or early April at the latest. 



Don't throw those ink jet cartridges away!    
Bring them in and we will recycle them for you.  
The proceeds from this program go to support 
programs at Lutheran Social Services Ministries. 
In 2006 we were able to donate nearly $700.00 
to LSSM with something that most people throw away.    
________________________________________________ 

Quilters 

Is there someone you know who is in 
need of prayer and support?  A prayer 
quilt is a powerful reminder that prayers 
were lifted specifically for that person.  
Check the narthex before or after a 
worship service or a meeting for a quilt to 
offer a prayer and tie a knot.  �
  
A quilt is available for a family member, a 
St. Paul friend or yourself.   Complete a 
referral form (in the white basket on the 
shelf in the narthex), or call me,   

                                                  517.468.2317, or e-mail me at                   
                                                  wilsonbw@tds.net.  
  
The Capital City Quilt Guild bi-annual quilt show begins this month, March 
31.  400 quilts will be displayed, 30 great vendors to satisfy a fabric 
desire, and raffle tickets for a beautiful quilt made by guild members are 
available.  Doors open on Saturday 10 am to 5 pm; Sunday 10 am to 4 
pm.  Admission is $5.00.   Friendship Star members will be displaying 
several quilts and have made items for the silent auction.
  
Join Crazy Quilters the second Monday of the month at 7 pm, for a fun 
night to share skills, ideas and techniques.  Quilters have shared stories 
and made quilts to support an historical event in our country.   Come out 
and be part of a great tradition.
  
Betty Wilson and quilters.
                                        
__________________________________________________________
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Report on Health Care Ministry Meeting 
January 30th  6:00 PM 

People present introduced themselves and commented on their health 
care background, as follows: 

· Michelle Belding -Speech Therapist 

· Pastor Rich Moe -23 years hospital rehab pastor; worked with 
spinal cord and head injury pts 

· Pastor Paul Pretzlaff -hospital chaplain for 15 years; worked 
closely with parish nurse in Grande Ledge; taught health care 
ministry group in Grand Ledge 

· Betty Wilson -Occupational Therapist; psyche specialty, and 
brain injury pts; does visual perception and accident home 
evaluations and evaluates adaptive equipment 

· Judy Neiberg -nurse 30 year background in critical care and 
emergency nursing; taught at LCC; medical-legal nurse 
consultant 

· Melissa Bloomfield -Hospice nurse; completed training in parish 
nursing 

· Marissa Cruz -Physical Therapist, works with outpts through a 
home care agency; does fall and balance evaluations

· Rene Shireman -RN with neurological experience; experience in 
mission trips, summer camps 

Bev Johnson, Kathy Klingensmith, Pam Stave,  and Dee Hartwig
have expressed an interest in participating but were unable to attend. 

Pastor rich brought up the degree of commitment  the group was willing 
to extend and the need for a mission statement

Pastor Paul recommended the group explore together the book "Healing 
& Transformation" before going onward.  The church was going to order 
the books and notify group members when they were available.  It was 
suggested we all read the first chapter  prior to the next meeting. 

It was also suggested we contact Bethlehem and University Lutheran
churches and discuss with them their experiences with health ministries. 

Next meeting date:  Thursday, February 22nd @ 6:00 PM  at the 
church. 

Thanks to everyone for the delicious dinner! 

-Respectfully Submitted by Judy Neiberg      



MARCH  READINGS_______________________ 
�
�
�
March 4, Second Sunday in Lent              March 18, Fourth Sunday in Lent
Genesis 15:1–12, 17–18        Joshua 5:9-12 
Psalm 27              Psalm 32 
Philippians 3:17—4:1        2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
Luke 13:31–35          Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

March 11, Third Sunday in Lent      March 25, Third Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 55:1–9          Isaiah 43:16–21 
Psalm 63:1–8          Psalm 126 
1 Corinthians 10:1–13        Philippians 3:4b–14 
Luke 13:1–9          John 12:1–8 

       WEDNESDAY LENTEN READINGS

Week 1:  Creation 
Genesis 1:1-2:4a 

Week 2:  Flood 
Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13 

Week 3:  Testing of Abraham 
Genesis 22:1-18 

Week 4:  Deliverance at the Red Sea 
Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 

Week 5:  Valley of the dry bones 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 



RECLAIMING THE “L” WORD 

On Wednesday night starting March 14 th  the Bible study 
class will begin to read and discuss Reclaiming the  
“L” Word by Kelly A. Flyer. Instead of writing my own 
words about the book I will let Ms. Fryer speak for  
herself. The following is from the preface of the 
book: 

More than anything, I want to be writing this 
book for the people in my neighborhood and yours wh o 
don’t know the great and wonderful God I have come to 
know in Jesus. I want to share what I have been giv en 
with those people out there who are hungry and thir sty 
for answers and meaning and hope, people who are 
crying out for direction and searching for love, 
people who are -some of them- so lost they don’t ev en 
know it anymore. I want to be able to tell them 
straight out, in language they will understand, tha t 
there is a church here that will welcome them and l ead 
them to the One who makes all the difference. I wan t 
them to hear that “church” doesn’t have to be a fou r- 
letter word. It doesn’t have to be a disappointment . 
It doesn’t have to be scary. It doesn’t have to be 
irrelevant. I want to be writing to those people 
because I know what it’s like to be one of them. An d 
my heart breaks for them. 
 But, instead, I am writing to you. 
 It will finally be through you -and your church- 
that all these people meet the God who loves them. It 
won’t be because of some book they read, although t hat 
might help a little. It won’t be because of a song 
they heard on the radio, although that can have a 
powerful impact. It won’t be because of an on-line 
conversation they have in a church-sponsored chat r oom 
although that may open some doors, it will, finally , 
be because you have invited them face to face to co me 
and meet the God you know in Jesus. And it will be 
because your church welcomed them to the journey of  
faith where, together, we meet God-or, better yet, are 
met BY God in the word and in the meal, in the bath , 
and in the community of God’s holy people. You -and  
you alone- will make the difference. 

If you have any questions please contact either Pas tor 
Moe or Craig Anderson (332-5816). 

�
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02     Donna Grooms 
03     Al Moore 
04     Jack Claucherty 
07     Julie Stratton 
09     Angela Sevrey 
10     Kirsten Grooms 
17     Beth Roberts 
23     Jeffrey Hart 
         Emily Mullin 
28     Gerald Gray 
30     Kathy Klingensmith 
         Mark Buzzita 
31     Alec Womboldt 
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Gerald & Jamie Gray   03/08/98 
James & Lynne Fortune     03/29/93 
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 (Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it 
should be, it is because we do not have it on file.   If you would like 

to have your day recognized in the future, please l et the office 
know.)   
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FOURTH FRIDAY FRIENDS  
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

MARCH 3, Saturday  5:00
Car Pool ?....“Patsy Cline Show” & Dinner  at Turkeyville 

MARCH 23, Friday 6:30 to ??
Fun, Food and Fellowship – St. Paul Fellowship Room

APRIL 27, Friday 6:30 to ??
Fun, Food & Fellowship ---------------- Hosts:  Jolicoeur’s 

MAY 25, FRIDAY
TBD 

JUNE 22, Friday
“Nunsense A-Men” Turkeyville Dinner/Show     Tickets $36.50 ea. 

JULY 27, Friday   6:30 to ??
Fun, Food & Fellowship -------------------Hosts: Cramer’s 

AUGUST 24, Friday –
Lansing Lugnuts Game & Fireworks------------Tickets $9.00 ea. 

SEPTEMBER 28, Friday  6:30 to ??
Fun, food & Fellowship----------- Hosts: Wilson’s 

OCTOBER 26, Friday 6:30 to ??
Halloween Party-Costumes a +------Hosts: Hartwig’s 

NOVEMBER
TBD 

Possible “Michigan/Ohio Concert Choir NOEL”  

DECEMBER
TBD 

If you have any questions please contact Char or Terry Smith  
at 517-339-8784 
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GET INVOLVED WITH ONE OF THE 
FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AT ST. PAUL!   
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What is The Walk to Jerusalem?TM

The Walk to JerusalemTM is a walking program developed by 
St. John Health parish nursing and designed to increase the 
physical, spiritual and emotional health of participants.  This 
“imaginary” trip to Jerusalem is accomplished by individuals 
within the church or organization logging their own walking 
miles each week. For more information check out the 
website at www.stjohn.org/WalktoJerusalem 
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